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Good stuff
An animal tale
n Firehouse Art Center Season 
5 — 7:30 p.m. and 2 p.m.
Friday through Sunday. The
Civic Arts Stage Company
presents “Dr. Doolittle Jr.” — a
family theater performed by
local youth! The classic tale
of kindness to animals trots,
crawls and flies into the stage.
Firehouse Art Center, 4444
Railroad Ave. in Pleasanton.
Tickets range from $6 to $18.
925-9831-4848.

Past times
Oct. 3, 1952
Top stories of the
Pleasanton Times
Headline: “Pleasanton Not A
‘Whistle-stop Town’ — Just A
‘Whistle Town’ for President’s
Special”

Hereafter you won’t be
able to refer to Pleasanton as
a “whistle-stop.”

President Harry S.
Truman will pass through
Pleasanton in his special 16-
car train Sunday morning,
Oct. 5, between 11:05 and
11:10 a.m. on his nationwide
“whistle-stop” campaign on
behalf of Adlai Stevenson,
Democratic candidate for
president.

His train may whistle as it
passes through, but it won’t
stop, according to William F.
Boebert, chief special agent
for the Western Pacific Rail-
road. Announcement of the
president’s passage through
the city came in the form of
a request that Pleasanton
policemen check all railroad
crossings and bridges before
11 a.m.

Despite the announce-
ment that Harry won’t make
a platform address, many of
the Democratic faithful in the
area are expected to watch
the train go by in hope of
catching a glimpse of the chief
executive. Those who want to
see and hear him in action will
have to be in Niles at 10:33
a.m., when he is scheduled to
make one of his famous “off-
the-cuff” talks.

Stay-at-homes can watch
the president on television
Saturday night when he
makes a longer speech in
Oakland Auditorium. Mean-
while Republican Presidential
Candidate Dwight D. Eisen-
hower is scheduled to arrive
in the Bay Area next week
for an address at 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday in the Oakland
City Hall Plaza.
Headline: “Newspapers and
Firemen”

It is not known just what
National Newspaper Week
and Fire Prevention Week
have in common, except that
newspapers publicize Fire
Prevention Week and people
sometimes start fires with
newspapers that firemen
have to put out. That is the
only explanation we can
think of just now as to why
National Newspaper Week
and Fire Prevention Week
come about the same time
and overlap.
Real Estate: See the best
buys in Pleasanton homes
— two to three bedrooms
on lovely Walnut Drive in
Pleasanton’s most exclusive
district. Mature walnut trees
on each lot. Excellent soil.
Built by Roy Jensen, builder
of distinctive homes. Four
homes now under construc-
tion, priced at $11,500 to
$12,500.
Groceries: Hagstrom’s,
Pleasanton. All pure milk,
special gold-lined tins, three
for 37 cents; Steer Beef Pot
Roast, 53 cents a pound;
frozen vegetables, seven for
99 cents.
At the movies: Roxy Theater,
Pleasanton. “Don’t Bother to
Knock” with Richard Widmark
and Marilyn Monroe.
Trivia question: What did
Soviet Prime Minister Nikita
Khrushchev bang on the table
at the United Nations?
Answer to last week’s ques-
tion: On Oct. 30, 1952, Clar-
ence Birdseye sold his first
frozen peas.

Contact Louise Hartman
at lhartman@bayarea-
newsgroup.com or follow
on Twitter at Newsie1195.
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Exploring offerings from the
vineyards of wine country
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By Jeremy Thomas
jethomas@bayareanewsgroup.com

LIVERMORE — Reciting scriptures,
pledging for charities and walking along the
perimeter of the grounds seven times, rabbis
and other members of the local Jewish com-
munity gathered recently to mark the begin-
ning stages of a new cemetery.

In most areas, the consecration of a Jew-
ish cemetery is a once-in-a-lifetime event — in

fact, when it opens in 2015, the Magen David
Memorial Gardens will be the first of its kind
to be built in Alameda County in more than
100 years.

“When we consecrate, we are creating a
holy space,” said Rabbi Raleigh Resnick, direc-
tor of Chabad of the Tri-Valley. “It was some-
thing very meaningful. What we were doing
on that day will have a profound influence on
future generations of the Jewish community
in the Tri-Valley.”

On what is now pastureland north of In-
terstate 580 off Las Colinas Road, work has

Ground broken on Jewish site
Magen David slated to open
in 2015, will be county’s first
for faith in more than century

CEMETERY CONSECRATED

By Joyce Tsai
jtsai@bayareanewsgroup.com

DANVILLE — Ten-year-old Hannah
Stephenson always felt at home with her
hands around a mixing bowl and playing
with measuring cups.

“I have really liked cooking and bak-
ing ever since I was little, and I always
loved being in the kitchen when my mom
was making dinner,” the Greenbrook El-
ementary student said.

So when she was looking for an idea
for raising money for Parkinson’s dis-
ease research, she gravitated to two of
her biggest passions — baking and cook-
ing. With the help of her friends and her
mother, Cadi Stephenson, Hannah
whipped up legions of sweet treats for

her Cakes for a Cure bake sale in down-
town Danville last month.

Hannah is passionate about unlock-
ing the mysteries of Parkinson’s, a neu-
rological condition that afflicts 1 to 1.5
million people nationwide — including
Hannah’s own father, Brian Stephen-
son.

“It was right up her alley,” her dad
said, adding that the budding young chef
has gone to summer cooking camps and

Aiding Parkinson’s research
Fox Foundation recognizes student from Greenbrook for fundraising efforts

CAKES FOR A CURE

By Lou Fancher
Correspondent

There comes a time when even an old duck like
the craft of writing needs an upgrade.

After all, when the most-recognized how-to writ-
er’s manual was published in 1918 (“The Elements
of Style”) and co-authored by an English professor
born in 1869 (William Strunk Jr.) and his former
student (well-known American writer E.B. White),

Author set to discuss his
updated guide to writing
Pinker will present ideas Tuesday
at the Athenian School in Danville

UPCOMING EVENT

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRIAN STEPHENSON

Hannah Stephenson, right, with mom Cadi Stephenson, sells baked goods at Hannah’s “Cakes for a Cure” bake sale recently in
downtown Danville to raise money for Parkinson’s disease research. Below, Hannah unfurls her project’s banner.

Online extra
To donate, go to http://www2.michaeljfox.
org/goto/HannahJane.

IF YOU GO
WHAT:Author Steven
Pinker will discuss his
new book,“The Sense of
Style: The Thinking Per-
son’s Guide to Writing
in the 21st Century” in a
free 50-minute hybrid
lecture and audiovisual
demonstration.
WHEN: 7 p.m. Tuesday
WHERE:The Center for
Performing Arts at Athe-
nian School, 2100 Mount
Diablo Scenic Blvd.

REBECCA GOLDSTEIN

Steven Pinker will discuss his new
book, “The Sense of Style,” on
Tuesday evening in Danville.Pinker

ANDA CHU/STAFF

A ceremony was held recently  to sanctify
land that will become the Magen David
Memorial Gardens in Livermore.
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PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
GETS FUNDING WINDFALL
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