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Obituaries
Deadline

Please submit obituary
notices by 12 noon
Monday ~ Friday
for the next day’s
editions; and by

12 noon
Friday for

Saturday, Sunday and
Monday

Friends & Family can
express their condolences
and sign the guest book at

www.legacy.com

~~~~

CONNOLLY, DAVID
HAMPTON, DOROTHY
LOWERY, KAREN
LOZOYA, EMILY
SCHIANO, FRANK

~~~~

This index may
not reflect

all obituaries
published.

Obituaries may
not appear

in Alphabetical order

To place an Obituary notice in the newspaper please go to
www.bayareaobits.com or call us at 925-943-8020.

Obituaries &
In Memoriams

Eileen Bianco passed
away May 28,2015 at the
age of 88 years old. Eileen
was born in Martinez,
California to Domenic and
Mary De Luca.She gradu-
ated from Mt. Diablo High
School, Concord, California
in 1944. After graduation
,Eileen worked for the Port
Chicago Naval Base and
General Chemical. She met
Valentino Bianco at a dance
held at Camp Stoneman in
Pittsburg, California and
fell in love. After a short
courtship she traveled to
Italy and was married. They
later settled in Concord and
she began working for the
Contra Costa County Library
Distribution Center, Hall of
Records . She continued to
work there until 1970 when
she moved to Redwood
City, California.
Eileen is survived by her

daughter Christine Valenti
and son in law Richard,
son Robert Bianco, for-
mer daughter in law Carrie
Whittaker, grandchildren,
Angela Valenti , Michael
Valenti , Tiffany Flores and
husband Jaime, Anthony
Bianco, great grandchil-
dren Peter and Giuliana.
She is also survived by her
brother Donald De Luca
and sister-in-law Doris,
nephew Richard De Luca,
wife Anelia and daughter
Jessica, niece Janice Palmer
and husband Steve. Her
passion in life was cooking
and family. She was a very
proud mother and grand-
mother and had a devout
relationship with her Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.
Eileen had a very gentle
and kind spirit that reflect-
ed the love of God in her
life to those who knew her.
Her unconditional love for
her family was her greatest
gift.
A service will be held

on Wednesday June 10th
at 11:00 AM at Oakmont
Mortuary (925-935-3311)
2099 Reliez Valley Rd.

Lafayette, Ca.
In lieu of flowers please

make donations in her
name to The American
Heart Association.

Eileen Bianco
Oct. 26,1926 - May 28, 2015
Resident of San Ramon

David Thomas Connolly
died on May 29 in Moraga.
He was 61. Dave was
a beloved husband, fa-
ther, brother and son who
adored his family. He is
survived by his loving wife
Wendy Sue, his children
Tom, Jim and Katy, his sis-
ters Kathleen Seymour and
Jane, his mother-in-law
Betty Worrell, and many
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins. He was preceded in
death by his parents Robert
E. Connolly Jr. and Merle
Beuttel Connolly, and his
brothers Daniel and Mark.
Born and raised in Oakland,
he lived in Moraga for the
last 36 years. Dave was
a hard worker and loved
his job at Mason Flooring,
where he became manager
of the Concord Warehouse
until his health sidelined
him over 20 years ago.
He was immensely proud
of the accomplishments
of his children, frst as stu-
dents and athletes and then
in their jobs. He had a
great love for the Connolly
Ranch, John Wayne, Elvis,
Rock and Roll and the
Oakland Raiders. He had
many fond memories of
Lake Tahoe and Monterey
with his family and friends
and looked forward to his
Friday lunch dates with his
wife. He faced his many
health chalenges with cour-
age and strength, and he
took great comfort in the
love and support of his
family who will greatly miss
him. A service will be held
on Friday, June 12, 2015 at
Moraga Valley Presbyterian
Church at 11:00AM with a
celebration of life to follow
at Masses in Walnut Creek.

David Thomas
Connolly

Aug. 16, 1953 - May 29, 2015
Resident of Moraga

Dorothy Ann Hampton
passed away on Wednesday
June 3, 2015 in San Leandro.
Dorothy was a native of
Ogden Utah aged 88. She
was a loving and dedicated
homemaker for many years.

Dorothy was the be-
loved mother of her son,
David (Siobhan) Hampton;
daughters, Donna Morales,
Diane (Joe) Churchward,
Dale (Mark) Muller, and
Dolores (Jeff) Brooks; cher-
ished grandmother to 13;
and dear great-grandmother
to 4. She was preceded in
death by her late husband
Donald J. Hampton in 1999.

There will be a Rosary
at Hull’s Walnut Creek
Chapel, 1139 Saranap Ave.,
Walnut Creek, CA 94595
on Monday June 8, 2015 at
7PM. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated at
St. Anne Catholic Church,
1600 Rossmoor Parkway,
Walnut Creek, CA 94595 on
Tuesday June 9, 2015 com-
mencing at 10AM with inter-
ment to follow at Queen of
Heaven Cemetery, Lafayette.

Those wishing may
send memorial donations in
Dorothy’s name to Angel’s
Hospice of Hayward.

Dorothy Ann
Hampton

Feb 1,1927-June 3,2015
Resident of San Leandro

It has now been 2 years
since your passing and you
are still thought about daily.
You are extremely missed
by your family and friends.
We love and miss you each
and everyday.

In Loving Memory

Karen Lowery
Aug. 3,1979 - Jun. 8,2013

Emily Elizabeth Lozoya
passed away peaceful-
ly on Sunday, May 24th.
Emily was born in Rattan,
Oklahoma. She moved
to California in 1942, set-
tling in Pittsburg along with
her family. She attended
Pittsburg High School and
was a carhop at the Pirate
Drive-In during those years.
Emily was a proud em-
ployee of the old Pittsburg
Community Hospital and
later the Dow Chemical
Company, from which she
retired after many years.
She was a loving and de-
voted mother and grand-
mother.
Emily is survived by her

sisters, Kay DeMaria, Anita
Barton and Patsy Jaime, her
children Lou (Marci), Vickie
(Rob) Davidson and Rudy,
her treasured granddaugh-
ters Jayme McPherson,
Jodie Cia, Lesley Olff and
Natalie Lozoya, as well as
seven great grandchildren
and many extended fam-
ily members. Emily was
preceded in death by her
husband Louis. She will be
deeply missed and fondly
remembered.
A celebration of her life

will he held June 14, 2015.
In lieu of flowers a dona-
tion to Hospice of the East
Bay would be appreciated.

Emily Lozoya
July 28, 1932-May 24, 2015
Resident of East County
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Frank D. Schiano passed
away on June 2, 2015 with
his family by his side. He
was born in Naples, Italy
to Salvatore and Assunta
Schiano and at the age of
twenty came to the United
States. He was an elec-
trician for thirty years at
Allied Chemical.
His generous heart and

caring ways will be missed
by all, especially his wife of
60 years, Helen, daughters
Assunta Sierra (Dave) and
Maria Montez (Richard). He
took much pride and loved
dearly his three grandchil-
dren: Keisha, David and
Angelica, ten great grand-
children and four great
great grandchildren.
Visitation will be held on

Wednesday, June 10, 2015
at 4:00pm with a vigil at
7:00pm at the Pittsburg
Funeral Chapel. Funeral
liturgy Thursday, June 11,
2015 at 10:00am at Church
of the Good Shepherd.
Committal services follow-
ing at Holy Cross Cemetery,
Antioch.

Frank D. Schiano
Dec 21, 1931-June 2, 2015
Resident of Pittsburg

(925) 432-2114 � �����

Writing an obituary is a
special opportunity to

say goodbye.

Let our FREE obituary planning
brochure guide you in keeping those

memories alive.

Available at local mortuaries
and the Times’ offices.

For more information call

925-943-8020

��

Share
Memories

See the
obituary section at

ContraCostaTimes.com

Contra Costa Times
East County Times

San Ramon Valley Times
Valley Times

West County Times

B4 BAY AREA NEWS GROUP 112 MONDAY, JUNE 8, 2015

By Michael R. Blood
and Brian Melley
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A
Texas company whose
ruptured pipeline created
the largest coastal oil spill
in California in 25 years
had assured the govern-
ment that a break in the
line, while possible, was
“extremely unlikely,” and
state-of-the-art monitoring
could quickly detect pos-
sible leaks and alert opera-
tors, documents show.

Nearly 1,200 pages of re-
cords, filed with state regu-
lators by Plains All Ameri-
can Pipeline, detail a range
of defenses the company es-
tablished to guard against
crude oil spills and, at the
same time, prepare for the
worst should a spill occur.

The company acknowl-
edged the potential for oil
to leak from the 24-inch,
10.6-mile-long pipeline west
of Santa Barbara. A team
of experts organized by
the company, however, as-
sessed that risk as remote,
according to the records,
known as a spill response
plan, and were released
under the state’s public re-
cords act.

“The pipeline and its op-
eration are state-of-the-art,”
asserted the analysis sub-
mitted to the state. “Spills
are still possible, though ex-
tremely unlikely.”

On May 19, a 6-inch
breach along a badly cor-
roded section of the line
caused up to 101,000 gal-
lons of oil to spill, blacken-
ing beaches and creating
a 9-mile ocean slick. The
breach and the environmen-
tal damage have challenged
the company’s conclusions
about safe operation and
rigorous monitoring.

Last year, federal regu-
lators endorsed the plan,
but the company is facing
questions about whether it
followed its own blueprint,
or if it was outdated or inad-
equate. The analysis assess-
ing the potential for a spill
was initially conducted in
1994 and 1995, although sec-
tions have been modified as
recently as last year. Plains

All American spokeswoman
Meredith Matthews said it
would be inappropriate to
comment because of the on-
going federal investigation.

Kristen Monsell, an at-
torney with the Center for
Biological Diversity, said
the plan’s list of endangered
species is at least 20 years
outdated, and the com-
pany fell short in following
through with its require-
ments. “It grossly under-
states the potential for an
oil spill,” Monsell said.

Members of Congress
also want answers.

“We need to find out if
the company lived up to the
promises of its oil spill re-
sponse plan,” Sen. Barbara
Boxer, D-Calif., said in a
statement. “I’m concerned
that they may not have
moved quickly enough to
detect and report the spill,
which could have exacer-
bated the environmental
damage.”

The cause of the break
has not been determined.
But preliminary informa-
tion released by federal reg-
ulators suggests that corro-
sion was the culprit.

Plains All American took
a series of steps to ward off
corrosion — the pipeline
was treated with a urethane
coating, as well as covered
with foam insulation and
an outer wrap. It was also
shielded by what is known
as cathodic protection, a
low-level electric current
that is run through the pipe-
line to inhibit corrosion.

An analysis concluded
that the potential for a leak
due to corrosion was “ad-
equately mitigated.”

But documents released
by the federal Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration after the
spill said testing conducted
in early May found extensive
external corrosion in some
areas, although Plains said
it had not received those re-
sults before the spill.

Additionally, federal in-
spectors said the area near
the break had earlier been
repaired because of cor-
rosion. At the break point,
over 80 percent of the wall
thickness of the pipeline
had been eaten away.

The pipeline, completed
in 1990, is part of a network
of lines that move crude oil

to inland refineries. A hand-
ful of prior spills have taken
place on the line, the largest
about 1,200 gallons.

The plan repeatedly
stresses the importance of
notifying the government
immediately of a leak. Un-
der federal regulations, the
company was to notify the
National Response Center,
a clearinghouse for reports
of hazardous material re-
leases, “at the earliest prac-
ticable moment.” State law
requires immediate notifi-
cation of any release, or a
threatened release.

Company calculations
assume it should take no
more than 15 minutes to
discover a release and shut
down the flow.

On May 19, an employee
first confirmed the spill at
1:30 p.m. — two hours after
the pipeline was shut down
remotely. Despite its own
plan calling for notifying the
response center within an
hour of a spill, Plains didn’t
contact the response center
for nearly 90 minutes.

By then, the federal re-
sponse led by the Coast
Guard was underway, but
the lag may reveal lapses
in the company’s planning,
said Gerald Emison, a for-
mer deputy regional EPA
administrator.

“It sounds like the com-
pany may not have followed
its own protocol,” said Emi-
son. “The question is: Why
didn’t they?”

Company records de-
scribe an extensive system
scrutinizing pipeline pres-
sure and flow, which is con-
trolled in Texas and set to
trigger alarms if something
goes awry. However, it’s not
clear if it worked.

Pumps at an inland
station were shut down
at 10:45 a.m., but then re-
started within 10 minutes.
They were shut down again
20 minutes later. By 11:30
a.m., a Plains operator re-
motely shut down the entire
pipeline because of what the
company called pressure
anomalies. But it wasn’t
until 12:30 p.m. that Plains
dispatched a worker to do a
visual inspection.

By that time, firefighters
responding to a call about a
petroleum smell near Refu-
gio State Beach had discov-
ered the spill.

Oil company’s safety
claims found wrong
Pipeline failure
‘extremely unlikely,’
documents show

Santa Barbara County petroleum spill
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An oil-covered bird flaps its wings at Refugio State Beach, north of Goleta. On May 19, a breach
along a badly corroded section of pipeline caused up to 101,000 gallons of oil to spill, blackening
beaches and creating a 9-mile ocean slick. The breach and the environmental damage have
challenged the oil company’s conclusions about safe operation and rigorous monitoring.

Associated Press

IRVINE — A former air
base that may become the
Southern California Vet-
erans Cemetery is being
opposed by residents con-
cerned about cultural ta-
boos and property values.

Asian residents say a
state cemetery on the 125-
acre Great Park site that
was formerly the El Toro air
base would violate a cultural
taboo of living near the dead,
the Orange County Register
reported. Residents are also
worried property values will
be damaged.

Orange County Veterans
Memorial Park Foundation
Chairman Bill Cook, a Viet-
nam War-era veteran who
served at El Toro and has
led the fight for its conver-
sion to a cemetery since the

air base closed in 1999, said
the site is “where thousands
of American teenagers last
stood alive on American
soil.”

But in feng shui — the
ancient Chinese practice
of spatial arrangement to
promote health, harmony
and prosperity — a cem-
etery near homes or schools
is a constant reminder of
mortality and death. Por-
tola High School would be
within sight of the cem-
etery. Nearly 40 percent of
the residents in Irvine iden-
tify as Asian, though many
don’t necessarily follow the
same cultural practices.

Dongping Huang, speak-
ing at a recent Irvine City
Council meeting, said she
lives about two minutes
from the Great Park and
was shocked when she
found out a cemetery was
being proposed “in my
backyard, next to my son’s
future school.”

“We respect the veter-
ans. ... They fight for our
freedom,” she said. They
should rest in a “quiet,
beautiful area,” not amid
soccer fields, Huang said.
If the cemetery is built, she
said she would likely move.

About 130,000 veter-
ans live in Orange County,
and nearly 1.9 million live
in California. The state for-
mally identified the site for
a cemetery last year, but
state Department of Veter-
ans Affairs officials said the
project still needs millions
of dollars, and they won’t
apply for federal funding
until July 2016 at the earli-
est. If they get funding, it
could still be years before a
cemetery is developed.

Orange County Supervi-
sor Todd Spitzer said a 288-
acre parcel in his district
near Anaheim Hills might
also work, but he still sup-
ports the Great Park loca-
tion .

Veterans cemetery opposed
Asian residents
cite cultural taboo,
property values

Irvine


