
Contra Costa Times 08/14/2014 Page : B03

Copyright 2014 Contra Costa Times Newspapers. All Rights Reserved Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the contents of this service without the express written consent of Contra
Costa Times Newspapers is expressly prohibited. 08/14/2014

August 14, 2014 2:28 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

By Erin Ivie
eivie@bayareanewsgroup.com
REDWOOD CITY — A

Daly City pastor made his
first appearance in court
Wednesday afternoon to
face accusations that he had
inappropriate contact with
a 9-year-old member of his
congregation.

Ventje Cornelis Singkoh
was charged Wednesday
with three counts of felony
child molestation after a

9-year-old girl told her par-
ents the pastor had sat her
on his lap on multiple occa-
sions and kissed her inap-
propriately, Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Al Serrato
said. The 69-year-old man
did not enter a plea at the
scheduled arraignment be-
cause the court was unable
to provide an Indonesian in-
terpreter.

The young member of
San Francisco’s Indonesian
Pentecostal Foursquare
Church didn’t report the
misconduct to her mother
and father until it had been
occurring for over a year,

District At-
torney Steve
W a g s t a f f e
said. The
victim said
the molesta-
tion began
in January
of 2013, with
the last inci-
dent occur-
ring Feb. 7 of
this year.

A c c o r d -
ing to Wagstaffe, church
officials held a meeting with
several church members,
the victim’s parents and
Singkoh, who denied the

misconduct and deemed
the behavior “an accident.”
Clergy members notified
Child Protective Services,
who called Daly City police
when they learned some of
the alleged incidents had oc-
curred in his home.

Church officials did not
immediately return calls for
comment Wednesday.

In addition to his work at
the Indonesian Pentecostal
Foursquare Church at 18th
Avenue and Geary Boule-
vard in San Francisco, Sing-
koh has also held services
at the Golden Gate Chris-
tian Church at 378 18th Av-

enue, the First Presbyterian
Church at 195 Colfax Street
in Concord and at his home
in Daly City, police Sgt. Har-
old Rolfes said.

Anyone who believes
they have information about
additional misconduct is
asked to contact Daly City
police Detective Ron Harri-
son at 650-991-8175.

Singkoh will return to
court for his arraignment
Aug. 19, officials said. He
remains in custody on
$300,000 bail.

Follow Erin Ivie at Twitter.
com/erin_ivie.

Singkoh
Accused of
three counts
of child
molestation
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ANTIOCH

City Council won’t
fill vacant seat

The City Council will
remain one member
short for the next few
months, as city leaders
this week decided not
to fill a seat left vacant
by the death of Gary
Agopian.

Antioch will forgo
appointing a replacement
because there are only
five scheduled meetings
before the Nov. 6 elec-
tion.

By the time applica-
tions were solicited
from the public and an
appointment was made,
that person would likely
hold office for only two
meetings, City Manager
Steve Duran said.

Agopian died July
28 after a 10-month
battle with brain cancer.
Antioch council meetings
have had four members
in attendance since
late June, as Agopian’s
worsening condition
prevented him from at-
tending.

Antioch leaders have
appointed residents to
the council twice since
2008, both times to fill
the remaining two-year
terms of council mem-
bers who were elected
mayor.

— Paul Burgarino, Staff

CONCORD

Aerosmith cancels
show at Pavilion

Aerosmith canceled
its concert scheduled
for Wednesday night
at the Concord Pavilion
because of an illness in
the legendary band less
than seven hours before
the show, leaving fans
unhappy.

The band — perform-
ing with opening act
Slash, formerly of Guns
N’ Roses — was sched-
uled to play the Concord
venue at 7:30 p.m. as part
of its Let Rock Rule tour.

“Due to illness, Aero-
smith has been forced to
cancel tonight’s perfor-
mance,” the Pavilion
posted on its Facebook
page. “The band regrets
not being able to perform
for their fans. Refunds
will be available at point
of purchase.”

Band spokeswoman
Marcee Rondan said she
could not release more
information about the
illness.

Gossip website TMZ
reported Wednesday
afternoon that drummer
Joey Kramer had heart
complications Tuesday
and that the band plans
to cancel its next show, in
Washington, as well.

Citing a source close
to the band, the site said
the 64-year-old drummer
will undergo heart sur-
gery and has had heart
issues in the past.

— Matthias Gafni, Staff

BERKELEY

Police: Man charged
in stabbing on bus

A man who police said
randomly stabbed an-
other passenger Monday
night on an AC Transit
bus is facing an at-
tempted murder charge .

Eric Palmer, 24, of
Berkeley, was charged
by the Alameda County
District Attorney’s Of-

fice on Wednesday with
attempted murder and
assault with a deadly
weapon. Palmer was
booked into the Berkeley
City Jail without bail and
is scheduled to be ar-
raigned Thursday , police
said.

At 9:50 p.m. Monday,
as the bus was traveling
along San Pablo Avenue,
police said, Palmer
walked down the bus
aisle, pulled out a knife
and said, “Watch this,”
before stabbing a 21-
year-old woman who was
seated on the bus. Police
said he did not know the
woman, who was stabbed
twice during the attack.

Another passenger, a
25-year-old man , jumped
in to help and struck the
knife-wielding man with
a skateboard, Coats said.
But even then, Palmer
broke away and charged
at her again, said police
spokeswoman Officer
Jennifer Coats.

Palmer got off the bus,
which had pulled over
on San Pablo Avenue
near Chaucer Street, and
was detained by a police
sergeant at gunpoint.

The victim suffered
serious injuries, and was
transported to an area
hospital Monday night.
She was recovering at
home Wednesday, police
said.

— Kristin J. Bender, Staff

RICHMOND

Man arrested after
shooting into house

A 32-year-old man
was arrested Wednesday
after he allegedly shot at
a woman inside a home
in the 3700 block of
Esmond Avenue, police
said.

The woman had gone
inside the residence to
retrieve her items when
the suspect, who has not
been identified, pointed
a gun at her and fired,
Lt. Shawn Pickett said.
The woman was able to
escape and contacted

police.
Officers then escorted

her to the home so that
she could get the rest of
her possessions. Police
said the man and woman
know each other, but
they could not elaborate
on the nature of the
relationship.

While officers were
interviewing eyewit-
nesses at the home, the
suspect returned and
was arrested. A handgun
was also recovered.

— Karina Ioffee, Staff

LOS ANGELES

U.S. attorney demands
college firm’s records

Corinthian Colleges
Inc., the beleaguered
Orange County for-profit
college firm, told inves-
tors Wednesday that it
received a grand jury
subpoena from the U.S.
attorney’s office in Los
Angeles.

The broad subpoena
requests documents
and records on the
company’s job placement
rates, graduation rates,
marketing materials
and student loan default
rates.

The subpoena is the
latest in a string of head-
aches for Corinthian,
which announced last
month that it would sell
85 of its 107 campuses
and online programs
amid heightened scrutiny
from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

Claiming Corin-
thian failed to provide 
documentation on job
placement rates and 
other academic data, the 
Education Department
restricted the company’s 
access to federal student 
aid in June. The sanc-
tions put the company
in a severe cash crunch, 
and Corinthian told 
investors it might have 
to shut down without 
additional funds. 

In early July the
company, which oper-
ates campuses in the Bay

Area, agreed to sell most
of its schools and close a
dozen of them.

The California At-
torney General’s Office
successfully pushed for
Corinthian to clearly
disclose its dire financial
situation to prospective
students.

— Los Angeles Times

WALNUT CREEK

Two-alarm blaze at
retirement community

A two-alarm fire dam-
aged two condos in Wal-
nut Creek’s Rossmoor
retirement community
Tuesday night, a fire of-
ficial said.

Firefighters arrived in
the 2600 block of Saklan
Indian Drive around
10:30 p.m. and found
smoke coming from
the attic of a four-unit
condo building, Contra
Costa Fire District Fire
Marshal Robert Marshall
said.

The fire spread to an
upstairs unit, and was
extinguished within 20
minutes, Marshall said.
No one was injured.

The blaze was not
considered suspicious
and was likely an electri-
cal fire, he said.

— David DeBolt, Staff

SAN RAMON

Hike Saturday to tour
proposed cemetery

Save Mount Diablo
and San Ramon Vice
Mayor Phil O’Loane are
organizing a hike Satur-
day to tour the location
of a 100,000- to 150,000-
plot cemetery planned
for the Tassajara Valley.

The group plans to
trek along the Tassa-
jara Ridge through San
Ramon’s Hidden Valley
Open Space from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. to tour the pro-
posed sites for Creekside
Memorial Park Cemetery
and Tassajara Parks, a
152-unit development
which seeks to expand

the urban limit line to
accommodate 30 acres
of development north of
Camino Tassajara.

Participants have an
option of doing a one-mile
hike that reveals 360-de-
gree views of the area or
walking 3.5 miles round
trip to the northeast
corner of the open space
area and back.

The group will meet
at 2187 Longleaf Circle
in San Ramon.  Hikers
should bring water, sun-
screen, a hat and a snack
if desired.

To RSVP, email
smdinfo@savemountdia-
blo.org or call 925-947-
3535.

— Joyce Tsai, Staff

NEWARK

Men threaten to kill
mall guards, arrested

A pair of Fremont
men who reportedly
harassed customers at
a department store and
refused to leave the busi-
ness face felony charges
after they allegedly
threatened to kill two
mall security guards.

Michael Elijah  Watson
and Omar Ibrahim Hade,
both 18, were arrested
on suspicion of mak-
ing death threats, Sgt.
Manuel DeSerpa said
Wednesday.

Hade was also ar-
rested on suspicion of
resisting arrest in con-
nection to the Monday
night incident at New-
Park  Mall .

Employees of the
Sears store told police
the men were harassing
customers and refusing
to leave the store. When
two mall security guards
approached the trio,
two of them reportedly
threatened to shoot the
security guards.

The guards called
police, who took Watson
and Hade into custody
and booked them into the
Alameda County Jail.

— Natalie Neysa Alund,
Staff
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Arraignment
delayed because of
lack of interpreter

Music teacher Liz Berliant, center, presents Emma Leggat from StubHub, left, and Tricia Steele from Mr.
Holland’s Opus Foundation with thank you posters from the students Tuesday during an assembly at Kipp
Bridge Charter School in West Oakland. Berliant has been developing the school’s music program over the
past five years and helped facilitate the donation  of 70 new musical instruments.

Thanks for instrumental aid

By Katy Murphy
kmurphy@

bayareanewsgroup.com

STANFORD — A
Stanford mathemati-
cian will be the first
woman to receive the
prestigious Fields
Medal, often described
as the mathematician’s
Nobel Prize.

Maryam Mirzakhani
— who studies the sym-
metry of curved sur-
faces and other theo-
retical concepts known
as “pure mathematics”
— also will be the first
Stanford professor to
be awarded the medal
since 1966, according to
the university.

The award is given
every four years to no
more than four math-
ematicians, all of whom
are 40 or younger. She
will receive it Wednes-
day in Seoul, South Ko-
rea.

“This is a great
honor. I will be happy
if it encourages young
female scientists and
mathematicians,” she
said in a news release
from Stanford. “I am
sure there will be many
more women winning
this kind of award in
coming years.”

Born and raised in
Iran, Mirzakhani won
gold medals at two In-
ternational Math Olym-
piads competitions as a
teenager, with a perfect
score in the second one.
She came to the United
States in 1999 for her
graduate work, study-
ing under Harvard pro-
fessor and Fields Medal
recipient Curtis McMul-
len.

She joined the Stan-
ford faculty in 2008 and
lives in Palo Alto with
her husband and 3-year-
old daughter.

“I don’t have any
particular recipe,”
Mirzakhani said of her
approach to problem-
solving in the news re-
lease.

“It is the reason why
doing research is chal-
lenging as well as attrac-
tive. It is like being lost
in a jungle and trying to
use all the knowledge
that you can gather to
come up with some new
tricks, and with some
luck you might find a
way out.”

News of the award
spread quickly on social
media. Fellow math-
ematician  Izabella Laba
of the University of Brit-
ish Columbia celebrated
the achievement in a
blog post Tuesday titled,
“Maryam Mirzakhani
makes history.”

“Mirzakhani’s selec-
tion does exactly noth-
ing to convince me that
women are capable of
doing mathematical re-
search at the same level
as men,” she wrote. “ ...
What I take from it in-
stead is that we as a so-
ciety, men and women
alike, are becoming bet-
ter at encouraging and
nurturing mathematical
talent in women, and
more capable of rec-
ognizing excellence in
women’s work.”

Follow Katy Murphy
at Twitter.com/
katymurphy.

Professor
makes
math
history
Educator first
woman to win
a Fields Medal

STANFORD
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