
Contra Costa Times 06/26/2014 Page : B02

Copyright 2014 Contra Costa Times Newspapers. All Rights Reserved Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the contents of this service without the express written consent of Contra
Costa Times Newspapers is expressly prohibited. 06/26/2014

June 26, 2014 2:54 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

B2 BAY AREA NEWS GROUP 112 THURSDAY, JUNE 26, 2014

This project merits national 
figures on a mountaintop.

“Lighting is important
to artists,” Menard said.
“Borglum said the most
important thing is that
the mountain must face
southeast. The sun will be
on it first thing in the morn-
ing and most of the day.
The second thing is it has
to be big, because a lot of
the rock will be weathered
and cracked and have to be
blasted away.”

Numbers hardly tell the
story, but they hint at the
scope of the work. About a
half-million tons of granite
were removed — about 90
percent of it with dynamite
— and nearly 400 laborers
participated in an under-
taking that took 14 years.
The cost ($1 million) would
equate to about $16 million
today.

There were drillers,
powder men, carvers,
winchmen , tool men, truck
drivers and blacksmiths,
all working in the 1930s
for wages ranging from
55 cents to $1.50 per hour.
Many of them made the
daily climb of 500 feet to
the top just to be lowered
over the side in sling seats 
and harnesses while wield-
ing 40-pound jackhammers.

Among the highlights
of the Mount Rushmore 

exhibit hall are interviews
with workers who recalled
their trepidation at hang-
ing from three-eighths-inch 
steel cables and the haze of
granite dust that stung their 
eyes and burned their lungs.

As fascinating as the
mechanics of Borglum’s
masterpiece — he cre-
ated and measured scale
models before replicat-
ing those proportions on 
the real thing — was his
choice of presidents and 
the message he felt they
conveyed: freedom fighter 
Washington; Declaration 
of Independence author
Jefferson; emancipator 
Lincoln; and trust buster 
Roosevelt. Borglum
famously summed up their
effects in 11 words: “Man 
has a right to be free and
to be happy.”

The iconic project was
met with derision early on,
from naturalists, Native
Americans, politicians
and others. Menard said a 
New England newspaper-
man, who was familiar
with Borglum’s carvings
on Stone Mountain near
Atlanta, wrote: “He’s going
to ruin another mountain,
but thank God it’s in South 
Dakota where no one is
ever going to see it.”

Those journalists can
really stick their foot in it,
can’t they?

Contact Tom Barnidge
at tbarnidge@
bayareanewsgroup.com.

emissions.
The new letter, issued 

Friday, focused on an al-
ternative proposed by the 
city’s EIR consultants that 
would require Chevron to 
keep emissions of green-
house gases “at no higher 
than baseline levels” and 
allow no increases in 
greenhouse gas emissions 
from any production of hy-
drogen for export.

Chevron Richmond 
spokeswoman Melissa
Ritchie released a state-
ment Wednesday saying 
the company appreciates
the offi ce’s letter and will 
review and evaluate its fa-
vored alternative, but she 
signaled that there were 
concerns with the emission 
limits.

“The letter expresses 
the Attorney General’s
support for the modern-
ization project if Chevron 
accepts an alternative 
project case that would 
significantly limit the refi n-
ery’s requested fl exibility,”
Ritchie wrote.

Richmond mayoral
candidate Mike Parker, a 
Chevron critic, wrote in 
an email this week that 
“Chevron has not weighed 
in as to whether it is willing 
to accept this alternative.
But if Chevron were to 
agree, it would be a giant 
step forward for both the 

project and for the health 
of Richmond.”

In her first letter, Harris
emphasized that the cen-
tral point of the project is 
that Chevron plans to pro-
cess higher sulfur crude, 
which caused the corro-
sion that sparked a fi re and 
explosion at the refi nery in 
August 2012.

Facing a more than $5 
million budget defi cit, the 
City Council earlier this 
month urged the Planning 
Commission to complete 
its review so that the coun-
cil could weigh in on any 
appeals before its August 
recess.

The modernization proj-
ect promises around 1,000 
jobs and could restore tax 
revenues from the refi n-
ery, which plunged after 
the 2012 fire.

The Planning Commis-

sion is scheduled to hold 
a hearing on the environ-
mental report July 9. If it is 
appealed by either side, the 
council will weigh in. A sub-
sequent court challenge by 
either environmental ac-
tivists or Chevron is likely, 
observers say.

Councilman Tom Butt 
said Wednesday that the 
attorney general’s letter 
carries signifi cant weight 
in the process.

“There’s a presumption 
that the city will put (Har-
ris’ suggestions) into its
requirements,” Butt said. 
“The Planning Commis-
sion has the power to put 
this into the conditions of 
approval.”

Contact Robert Rogers 
at 510-262-2726. Follow 
him at Twitter.com/
sfbaynewsrogers.
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A tanker truck passes the Chevron oil refinery in 
Richmond. Chevron said it is concerned with the 
emissions limits set out in Richmond’s proposal.

as well as lead to increased 
traffic and declining prop-
erty values.

Ken Feinstein, a Winde-
mere development resident,
said such a massive cem-
etery nearby could “turn
beautiful farmland into
the Tassajara Valley of the
Dead.”

“We’ve come from all 
over the world to build
a community in Winde-
mere,” he said referring to
the area’s residents’ strong
commitment to family and 
education in the area. “And
it’ll turn our streets into an 
extended funeral parlor.”

Residents also asked for
the city to help them in their 
fight to oppose the project, 
over which San Ramon has 
no jurisdiction. A decision 
on whether to approve the 
project is expected to come 
before the Contra Costa 
County planning commis-
sion this summer, perhaps 
in July.

The meeting at City
Hall, which had audience
members spilling out of the
council chamber and listen-
ing to the meeting outside, 
also drew not only many
San Ramon residents but
also those from the Tassa-
jara Valley, East Dublin and 
the Alamo Creek neighbor-
hood of East Danville who
also feared living near the
project.

Nick Uychaco, a 20-year
Camino Tassajara resident,
said that he was upset to
have not heard about the
project until just recently.

“Having a cemetery
there is going to change the 
whole feel to the Tassajara
Valley,” he said, demanding 
to know why he hadn’t re-
ceived prior notification of 
the project. “Why wasn’t I

sent a letter?”
If this project is ap-

proved, “I would have to 
say that greed has won over
the rights of the living,” he 
added. And that no environ-
mental impact report would 
be complete without a sec-
tion that specifically talks 
about its impact on those 
living nearby the proposed 
site.

Resident after resident 
got up to speak against the
cemetery project, saying
that not only would it regu-
larly expose their children 
to the concept of death, ear-
lier than desired, but living
so close to such a place is 
also considered bad luck by
many of the Asian families
living nearby.

Located near the Tassa-
jara Creek Regional Trail, 
the cemetery would be lo-
cated about 2,300 feet away 
from existing homes on
Windemere Parkway, next 
to the Hidden Valley open 
space area. No one spoke 
in favor of the project at the 
meeting.

The $35 million cem-
etery, with a 50-year capac-
ity, would house a chapel, 
indoor and outdoor mauso-
leums and feature extensive 
landscaping. Proponents
say it would be a place that
families in San Ramon, 
Danville, Alamo, Blackhawk
and Diablo could bury their 
loved ones nearby, since the 
number of plots in the area
is dwindling. And it would 
preserve the area’s pasto-
ral, peaceful atmosphere 
more than if housing were 
built there.

O’Loane, however, said 
housing could not be built 
in the area, since the city’s 
urban limit line, which was 
passed several years ago, 
would restrict such residen-
tial development.

Contact Joyce Tsai
at 925-847-2123.

lion — including about $29
million in regular sales tax, 
$11.6 million in Measure Q 
sales tax money and $20 
million from property tax.
The budget uses $8 million 
of the Measure Q tax dollars
for operations and puts the 
remaining $3.6 million in
reserves.

Council members agreed
to evenly split the $540,000
cost to return three school 
resource officers to cam-
puses in the fall with the
Mt. Diablo Unified School
District. School resource
officers, who are sworn po-
lice officers, work on cam-
pus and are responsible for
crime prevention and inves-
tigating drug dealing and
gang activity, among other
duties.

At Councilman Edi
Birsan’s suggestion, Con-
cord will increase its park-
ing fines to match the 
highest in the county. For
example, the fine for park-
ing in a no parking zone will
jump from $40 to $100, and
a ticket for a time zone vio-
lation will increase by $19 to

$59.
“We should not be the 

weakest. We should not be 
the softest,” Birsan said.
“Fines are there to encour-
age people to behave.”

While the budget in-
cludes an additional $1.7
million for full-time sala-
ries, it also reflects savings 
of $625,000 from changes 
to employee benefits. In 
addition, the budget funds
eight new full-time posi-
tions, including three police 
dispatchers, a building in-
spection supervisor and a 
vehicle abatement officer.
It also increases funding
for a marketing campaign
to lure jobs and businesses
to Concord from $40,000 to
$162,000.

According to the 10-year
financial forecast, the city 
will need to identify $4 mil-
lion in ongoing cuts and use
$16 million in reserves to
balance budgets over that
period. But that doesn’t in-
clude millions more needed
for roadway and street sign
improvements, building
maintenance and retiree
medical benefits.

Lisa P. White covers
Concord and Pleasant Hill.
Contact her at 925-943-8011.

By Robert Rogers
rrogers@bayareanewsgroup.com

RICHMOND — Wres-
tling with a budget short-
fall that had soared as high 
as $20 million, city  officials
said Tuesday they have 
closed the gap to $5.4 mil-
lion but that more painful 
cuts must be made.

“The bad news is that 
you still have a structural 
imbalance,” City Manager 
Bill Lindsay told the coun-
cil. “You would eventually 
run out of money; that’s 
why we feel there is addi-
tional work to be done to 
get that down lower.”

The projected 2014-15 
general fund budget, which 
the council must pass July 
1, stands at $138.8 million
in expenditures and $133.4 
in revenues and leaves a 
reserve fund of about $11 
million.

The new numbers rep-
resent signifi cant progress 
since last month, Lindsay 
said, as department heads 
developed plans to reduce 
their budgets by 17 percent
each. The new proposal 
includes deep cuts to pub-
lic works, police, fi re and
library and cultural ser-

vices departments, some 
of which come from defer-
rals of salary increases and 
more than 30 proposed 
layoffs.

But more must be done 
in the coming week, and it 
is not clear precisely who 
will give up how much.

“We have six labor 
unions working very closely 
with the city,” Lindsay said. 
“The unions are very inter-
ested in avoiding layoffs.”

Nearly $3 million of 
proposed cuts so far come 
in personnel, including the 
potential loss of 18 perma-
nent positions in several 
departments, Lindsay said.

According to a staff re-
port, the city already has 
wrung about $14 million 
from its budget, including 
$3.7 million from Public 
Works and $2.8 million 
from the Police Depart-
ment, much of it in over-
time cuts and cuts to code 
enforcement, which is run 
by the police.

The biggest reason for 
the shortfall was an unex-
pected 14.62 percent drop 
in property tax revenues 
last year, due in part to a 
destructive fire at Chev-
ron’s Richmond refi nery in 
2012, making Richmond the 
only city in Contra Costa 
County to see a decrease in
property tax revenues at a 

time when housing prices 
are on the rebound.

Lindsay said a $1 billion 
modernization project at 
the refinery, which is sched-
uled to get a Planning Com-
mission vote next month, 
could generate more than 
$3 million in new tax rev-
enues if approved, but the 
new funds probably would 
not come in until the next 
budget year.

The city’s total expen-
ditures already are down 
from a high of $146.4 mil-
lion in 2011-12. About 780 
people work for the city to-
day, down from more than 
900 in 2005, according to 
Lindsay.

Other cuts include the 
Office of Neighborhood 
Safety — a novel program 
that looks to get violent of-
fenders into job training or 
college — which is facing a
cut of about $580,000, or 
roughly 20 percent of fund-
ing it gets from the city. 

The range of cuts will 
be felt in the community,
according to a city staff 
report. The “sister city” 
program with international 
partners will be defunded; 
police will not always be 
able to maintain minimum 
staffing levels and will es-
chew some inspections of
alcohol- and tobacco-sell-
ing businesses; a fi re en-

gine or truck company will 
be taken out of service; 
and there will be longer 
lines and wait times at the 
library, according to the 
report.

On the bright side, no 
libraries will be closed. 
Library closures have oc-
curred during past budget 
crunches.

More than a dozen resi-
dents spoke in opposition 
to cuts in the city’s arts 
and culture programs, 
which could lose nearly 
$500,000.

Councilman Corky 
Boozé lobbied hard for 
deeper cuts to code enforce-
ment, raising eyebrows be-
cause that department has 
investigated him for alleg-
edly maintaining unlawful 
junkyards in the city.

“Code enforcement is hit 
hard, to Corky’s uninhibited
delight,” in the proposed 
budget, said Councilman 
Tom Butt. “His solution is 
to lay them all off.”

Boozé called the budget 
deliberations a “game of 
three-card Molly” and sug-
gested that there should be 
layoffs in code enforcement 
to save other jobs.

Contact Robert Rogers 
at 510-262-2726. Follow 
him at Twitter.com/
sfbaynewsrogers.

City still hacking at budget 
Officials within 
$5.4 million
of closing gap

RICHMOND

By Denis Cuff
dcuff@bayareanewsgroup.com

OAKLAND — The 
East Bay’s largest water 
supplier failed to give 
the public an adequate 
explanation of a 9.75 
percent water increase,
the first of two big in-
creases in consecutive
years, Alameda Coun-
ty’s civil grand jury has 
concluded.

Jurors said the East 
Bay Municipal Utility 
District, which provides 
water for 1.3 million 
people in Alameda and 
Contra Costa counties, 
wasn’t clear in explaining
the need for the increase 
and its impact.

In a report released 
this week, the grand jury 
also said the water board 
rate decision wasn’t very 
accessible to the public 
because the meeting was 
held on a weekday after-
noon and neither broad-
cast nor webcast.

“The grand jury has 
found that EBMUD has 
not been suffi ciently
transparent in its efforts 
to justify the recent rate 
increase to the public,” 
jurors wrote.

District spokes-
woman Abby Figueroa 
said Wednesday  her wa-
ter agency is considering 
ways to improve com-
munications about future 
increases, including an-
other large one expected 
next year.

“Their criticism is be-
ing heard,” she said.

Jurors said the dis-
trict understated the
effect of the increase by 
relying on average con-
sumption for residential 
users and not  the effect 
on bigger water users 
— often found in inland 
areas with larger yards.

Jurors also suggested 
the district consider 
showing its meetings  on-
line or on public access 
TV stations, or hold night 
meetings. EBMUD offi -
cials say they tried night 
meetings , but few people 
came.

Few people typically 
attend water board meet-
ings, yet  it can get more 
money from the public by 
a simple board vote, un-
like cities, counties and 
school districts that must 
go to the ballot.

The water district said 
the rate increases were 
essential to do pipe re-
pairs and other improve-
ments postponed during 
economic hard times.

Contact Denis Cuff at
925-943-8267. Follow him
at Twitter.com/deniscuff.
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Supplier
failed to
explain
rate hike

ments or where they were 
going, Weisenmiller said.

Crude oil rail shipments
have increased 506 percent 
in 2013 to 6.3 million bar-
rels, according to a report 
by the state Interagency
Rail Safety Working Group 
released June 10. That 
number could increase to 
150 million barrels of oil 
in 2016, it said. Petroleum 
spills on railroads in Cali-
fornia increased from 98 in 
2010 to 182 in 2013, accord-
ing to the Offi ce of Emer-
gency Services.

In California, crude 
goes by rail to the cities of 
Richmond, Sacramento, 
Bakersfield, Carson, Long 
Beach and Vernon, accord-
ing to the energy commis-
sion.

The only thing state 
and local governments 
can do to try to prevent a 
catastrophic disaster is to 
enforce federal rules and 
prepare local fi rst respond-
ers, offi cials said. The reg-
ulatory effort falls on the
California Public Utilities 
Commission President Mi-
chael Peevey.

“I’m not enthusiastic 
about having tens of thou-
sands of tank cars running 
around California because 
accidents are inevitable,” 
Peevey said at the work-
shop. “There’s been a huge 
increase in volume and we
have to step up our aware-

ness and activities, in co-
operation with the federal 
government, but the feds 
have the ultimate respon-
sibility.”

The commission re-
cently added seven rail 
safety inspectors who look 
at rail cars, railroad lines, 
bridges and shipping re-
quirements, bringing the 
total to 59 inspectors state-
wide, which Peevey said 
was adequate for this year.

Peevey dismissed criti-
cism that the PUC has 
been too easy on industry 
it is supposed to regulate 
and assured the public it is 
up to the task.

“We’ve been pretty darn 
tough,” he said.

Weisenmiller said the 
state first needs to identify
the areas most at risk for 
crashes and make sure the 
tracks are maintained. He 
acknowledged there is no 
way to prevent shipments 
from coming into the state, 
but the state can “get its 
act together and reach out 
to communities near rail 
lines and provide fi rst re-
sponders with information
and technical expertise,” 
so they can respond to an 
accident.

As the state tries to 
catch up and wrap its col-
lective mind around the 
increased shipments, oil 
companies are attempting 
to add projects that would 
bring in more oil by rail.

Valero Refi ning Co. is 
planning on 100 cars per 
day to its Benicia facil-
ity by the fi rst quarter of 

2015; West Pac Energy is 
planning 70 cars per day 
to a facility in Pittsburg;
Phillips 66 is planning a
crude-by-rail project in
Santa Maria that could 
bring shipments through 
the Bay Area; Alon USA 
is planning 200 cars a day 
in Bakersfi eld; and Plains
All American is planning 
for 200 cars a day in Ba-
kersfield, according to the 
Oil by Rail Safety in Cali-
fornia report.

Union Pacifi c Railroad
spokeswoman Liisa Law-
son Stark said the com-
pany is not transporting
any Bakken crude into the 
state, but it is bringing in 
other types of oil.

But Burlington North-
ern Santa Fe Railway is
bringing nine full train 
loads of Bakken per 
month into California, said 
spokeswoman LaDonna 
DiCamillo. She did not
know how many tank cars 
each train has or what the 
actual volume is.

Lawson Stark said that 
even though railroads are 
now required to report 
shipments of the highly 
flammable Bakken crude 
oil to the Offi ce of Emer-
gency Services, the infor-
mation most likely will not 
be available to the public. 
A spokesman for the office
did not immediately return 
phone calls.

Contact Doug Oakley 
at 925-234-1699. Follow
him at Twitter.com/
douglasoakley.
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