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Dancers face
the callbacks
Read a recap after
tonight’s “So You
Think You Can Dance.”
www.mercurynews.
com/tv

Look who’s
singing ABCs
See video of One
Direction with Bert of
“Sesame Street.”
www.mercurynews.
com/extra

Talking draft,
trade rumors
Join Diamond Leung 
at noon for a live chat
about Warriors.
www.mercurynews.com/
warriors

Win, lose or draw
for Team USA?
Follow action and see photos after
United States plays Germany in
World Cup, starting at 9 a.m.
www.mercurynews.com/sports GETTY IMAGES

I scratched an item off my
bucket list last week. I visited
George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln
and Teddy Roosevelt in the
Black Hills of South Dakota,
where they’d been awaiting
my arrival since 1941.

The Mount Rushmore
National Monument is one of
those things you marvel at as 
a school kid, promise to visit

as an adult
and post-
pone seeing
because
South Da-
kota is never
on the way
to where
you’re going.
The 3 mil-
lion visitors
it drew last

year didn’t stumble on it by
accident.

That it’s claimed such a
place in American culture,
despite its remote location, is
one reason that visitors hang
on each word during park
rangers’ presentations.

Ranger Ed Menard, 11
years at the site, caught sev-
eral of us by surprise when
he explained that Doane
Robinson, an otherwise ob-
scure state historian, was the
long-ago catalyst behind the
project. His idea to attract
tourists was for a sculptor
to carve images of western
figures such as Buffalo Bill
Cody and Chief Red Cloud
atop the stone spires known
as “needles” that dot the
Black Hills.

That led him to artist Gut-
zon Borglum, who liked the
idea but said Robinson was
thinking too small. Forget
cowboys and American Indi-
ans. And leave those impres-
sive stone spires untouched.

A lesson
in history
at Mount
Rushmore

By Lisa P. White
lwhite@bayareanewsgroup.com
CONCORD — Voters

likely will have an opportu-
nity in November to extend
a temporary sales tax set to 
expire in March 2016.

The City Council is sched-
uled on July 29 to consider a
resolution placing the exten-
sion of Measure Q, an addi-
tional half-cent sales tax, on
the ballot. Without it, city
leaders will need to identify 
$4 million in ongoing budget
cuts that could mean reduced 
police services, fewer recre-
ation programs and deferred
infrastructure maintenance.

“I’ve really come full circle 
on this. In my mind, I always
was going to adhere to the
sunset, and then I realized
that, regretfully, our econ-
omy has not revived to the
point where we can do with-
out this,” Councilman Dan
Helix said Tuesday.

“We need to continue to
provide the level of services
that we feel our citizens de-
serve, and the only way we’re
going to be able to do it is by
a short extension of Measure
Q.”

Officials haven’t indicated
how long they want to extend
the tax. Under Measure Q, 
the total sales tax rate in the
city is 9 percent.

The council on Tuesday 
adopted the $81.4 million fis-
cal year 2014 budget, which
relies on revenues of $85 mil-

MEASURE Q

Concord
considers
sales tax
extension
Half-cent increase
may be placed on
ballot in November

TOM BARNIDGE
COLUMNIST

By Robert Rogers
rrogers@bayareanewsgroup.com

RICHMOND — Two 
weeks after issuing a 10-
page letter critical of a draft
environmental impact re-
port detailing Chevron’s
proposed $1 billion refin-
ery modernization project,
California Attorney Gen-

eral Kamala Harris’ offi ce
issued a second letter  last
week expressing support 
for an alternative plan that 
would mandate “no physi-
cal increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions from refi nery
operations.”

“The alternative is envi-
ronmentally superior to the 
proposed project,” the letter 
reads.

The modernization, 
scaled down from a previ-
ous iteration that was halted

by a judge in 2009, has been 
subjected to public scrutiny
for much of the year, as city 
leaders and critics comb 
through more than 4,000 
pages of reports and notes. 
Chevron has long main-
tained that the new project
will not result in any “net
increase” in emissions, but
critics say it uses mitigation
measures and other offsets 
to mask an increase in some 

AG favors backup plan
Chevron cool to
Harris’ support
for emissions cap

REFINERY MODERNIZATION PROJECT

By Doug Oakley
doakley@bayareanewsgroup.com
BERKELEY — California 

agencies have very little au-
thority to regulate a massive
increase in crude oil shipments
by rail, and only now are they 
realizing the magnitude of the 
potentially explosive situation,
according to state offi cials
speaking Wednesday at a work-
shop sponsored by the Califor-
nia Energy Commission.

“It’s a wake-up call when you 
look at the projections,” said 

commission Chairman Robert 
Weisenmiller. “We have to plan 
for the worst case.”

Only in the last month, 
thanks to an order by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, 
have railroads begun to disclose 
to the state Office of Emergency
Services shipments of 1 million
gallons or more of highly fl am-
mable Bakken crude oil. Before 
that happened May 7, nobody
knew anything about the ship-

‘Wake-up call’ for oil by rail
Officials say they can do little to regulate growing number of crude tanks moving across state
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$1 billion
Estimated cost of Chevron’s proposed 
modernization project

$5 million
Approximate budget deficit the city of
Richmond faces

1,000
Number of jobs that the modernization 
project could create

By Joyce Tsai
jtsai@bayareanewsgroup.com

SAN RAMON — More than a hundred oppo-
nents of a proposed cemetery in the Tassajara Val-
ley turned out in full force to register hostility to-
ward a large graveyard being built in Contra Costa 
County, not far from their homes.

San Ramon Mayor Bill Clarkson and Vice 
Mayor Phil O’Loane hosted the meeting Tuesday  
night to provide project updates and obtain pub-
lic feedback on the proposal by Danville developer 
Sid Corrie to build Creekside Memorial Park, a 
100,000- to 150,000-plot cemetery to be built on 
221 acres at 7000 Camino Tassajara.

Aversion to the project was expressed by more 
than 30 people, many of whom feared that the cem-
etery would exhaust already dwindling available 
water reserves in the face of the ongoing drought, 

Opponents blast cemetery plan
Residents say project will reduce 
property values, add more traffic

TASSAJARA VALLEY

By Theresa Harrington
tharrington@bayareanewsgroup.com

LAFAYETTE — Voters in the 
Acalanes Union High School District are 
learning the hard way that you can’t al-
ways believe everything you read in prop-
erty tax ballot language.

At a special meeting Tuesday, the 
board voted 4-1 to issue $15 million in
bonds from its 2008 Measure E, which 
included explicit ballot language assur-
ing voters their property tax rates for the 
district’s combined bond measures would 
not go up if they authorized $93 million in 
new construction bonds.

But now, the district is in the uncom-
fortable position of having to admit it 
was wrong. It turns out that the district 

Bonds to push
property tax up
despite promise

ACALANES UNION
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 Vehicles traveling on Interstate 580 drive past railway tank cars in Richmond  in March.

506%
Percent that crude
oil rail shipments 
increased in 2013

6.3M
Number of barrels
of crude oil that 
shipped in 2013

150M
Projected number 
of barrels of crude
oil expected to ship
in 2016

“I’m not enthusiastic about having tens of
thousands of tank cars running around 
California because accidents are inevitable.”

— Michael Peevey, president, PUCSee CRUDE, Page 2
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