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Fabulous
in February
See a slideshow of
the top animal photos 
from February.
www.mercurynews.com/
pets-animals

MacFarlane
says no, so ...
See a slideshow of 
Chuck Barney’s picks 
for next Oscars host.
www.mercurynews.
com/tv

Surprisingly
solid fantasy
Read a review and see 
a trailer for “Jack the
Giant Slayer.”
www.mercurynews.com/
movies-dvd

Mike Tyson takes
center stage
Join Karen D’Souza at 8 p.m. as
she live tweets from the boxer’s
solo show “Undisputed Truth.”
www.twitter.com/karendsouza4

By Denis Cuff
dcuff@bayareanewsgroup.com
OAKLAND — A big walk

across the Bay Bridge will
happen on Labor Day as
planned, but transportation
leaders can’t decide if the
public should pay to play.

Members of the Bay
Area Toll Authority agreed 
Wednesday to allocate $5.6
million in bridge toll money
so the public can walk across
the Bay Bridge a day before 
the new east span opens to
vehicles. But offi cials couldn’t 
decide whether to charge
walkers to help cover costs.

Some on the regional panel 
said it would be unfair to 

charge any fee when the new 
east span is being financed
with $6.4 billion in public 
funds, a figure much larger 
than the original estimates.

“I oppose charging anyone
a dime to go (walk) across the
bridge,” said Solano County 
Supervisor James Spering, 
a member of the authority. 
“Taxpayers have paid dearly 
for this bridge.”

Others, however, said
making pedestrians pay a $5 
fee to trek from Oakland to 
San Francisco is a reasonable 
way to defray some of the $5.6 
million public cost of oversee-
ing the walk.

“It’s a lot of money,” said 

San Mateo County Supervi-
sor Adrienne Tissier. “I think 
we need to reduce the burden 
on public funds.”

Tissier suggested a $5 fee 
per walker, a charge many 
times lower than participants
will pay for an organized bike 
ride and run across the bridge 
over the same Labor Day 
weekend.

The walk will be limited to 
the first 120,000 or so people 
who sign up in advance for the 
event. At $5 per walker, that 
would raise  $600,000.

Sam Liccardo, San Jose’s 
representative on the author-

Bridge fete a go; fee up in air
 Toll Authority to decide next month whether to charge $5 each to
thousands who’ll want to walk across the new span on Labor Day

$5.6 MILLION BAY BRIDGE CELEBRATION

Everything on today’s
menu is low fat and high
fiber. Consume as much as
you want:

n It’s been almost impos-
sible to pick up a newspaper
lately without reading damn-
ing allegations involving an
area school. A third-grade
Antioch student is forced un-
der a chair while his teacher
sits atop it? Another young-
ster’s hands are duct-taped

together? A
Brentwood
teacher
kicks a
5-year-old
autistic boy?

This
comes on
top of sex
abuse law-
suits filed
against the

Moraga School District and
a $725,000 settlement given
a Lafayette middle school
student.

Makes you wonder what
else is going on that we don’t 
know about.

n It’s no surprise to find
Abram Wilson excited about
a new development proposed
for San Ramon. He was the
city’s mayor for six years.
But you don’t often see a
guy do back flips over burial
plots.

In talking about the 221-
acre, $35 million cemetery
that a Danville developer
hopes to put in the Tassajara
Valley, Wilson gushed to a
reporter, “I would love to be
buried in the area. … I’m go-
ing to be the first one to buy
a plot there.”

That’s why they put
fences around cemeteries.
Everybody’s dying to get in.

n It’s said if you live long
enough you’ll get to see
everything. Finding Rich-
mond council members Tom
Butt and Corky Boozé on the
same side of an issue proves
the point. It’s like learning
the Obamas and the Boeh-
ners went halves on a house
boat.

The councilmen recently
were named in a lawsuit
by A&D Tow that alleges
they worked to exclude the
towing company from city
contracts. It will take an
incredibly gifted lawyer to
prove that Butt and Boozé
have ever worked toward the
same goal on any occasion.

n Oakland’s police depart-
ment is under fire, the city’s
infrastructure needs repair
and its long-term debt is a
circling vulture, but that
hasn’t stopped officials from
fantasizing about a Coliseum
City sports complex to house
the A’s, Warriors and Raid-
ers.

The latest pipe dream
update came last week, when
Assistant City Administra-

Trouble
at schools
tip of the
iceberg?

NEW BAY BRIDGE SPAN OPENING

$5.6 million Amount
allocated by Bay Area Toll Authority that will 
allow pedestrians to walk across the Bay 
Bridge a day before the new span opens

$6.4 billion Amount of 
public funds  to finance new eastern span

$5 Amount some lawmakers want
to charge pedestrians for the privilege of
walking across the bridge on Labor Day

120,000 Maximum number
of people allowed to walk the bridge

$600,000 Amount the $5 
fee would generate if 120,000 participants 
paid for the walk

Against fee: “I oppose
charging anyone a
dime to go (walk) 
across the bridge.
Taxpayers have paid 
dearly for this bridge.”

 — James Spering,
Solano County supervisor

Supports fee: “It’s a
lot of money. I think 
we need to reduce
the burden on public
funds.”

— Adrienne Tissier,
San Mateo County supervisor

TOM BARNIDGE
COLUMNIST

By Theresa Harrington
tharrington@

bayareanewsgroup.com

CONCORD — To protect the 
Mt. Diablo school district’s reputa-
tion, Superintendent Steven Law-
rence, a former board president
and another trustee kept secret a 
financial analysis on charter costs, 

the rest of the board learned Mon-
day.

Current board President Cheryl 
Hansen said she didn’t fi nd out
about the report on the fi nancial
impact to the district from the 
new Clayton Valley Charter High 
School until this month, after it 
was posted on the website of the 
Fiscal Crisis & Management As-
sistance Team , or FCMAT, which 
completed the analysis. Hansen 
and recently elected Trustee Brian 
Lawrence — who are part of a new 

board majority that has pledged 
more openness and transparency 
— expressed dismay at the deci-
sion to keep the report secret.

“Board members should tell 
each other what reports were com-
missioned,” Hansen said. “I think it 
creates more public distrust if we 
don’t own it.”

The superintendent said the 
previous board president, Sherry 
Whitmarsh, and Trustee Linda 

Secret report on charter school rattles board
Members kept in dark 
say withholding analysis
undermines public trust

MT. DIABLO DISTRICT

JEFF CHRISTENSEN/AP

MORE INFORMATION
The Fiscal Crisis & 
Management Assis-
tance Team  report is at 
www.mdusd.org.
For more information
about Clayton Valley
Charter High School’s
financial impact on the
district, read the On
Assignment blog at 
www.ibabuzz.com/
onassignment.

By Paul Burgarino
pburgarino@bayareanewsgroup.com

After almost two decades
in the dark, plans are rolling 
forward to energize metering
lights in Pittsburg and North
Concord by the end of the year.

County transportation offi -
cials also are looking at giving
the green light to metering en-
trances to Highway 4 through
Martinez and Antioch by the
end of 2015.

The addition of the signals 
on Highway 4 and Highway 242 
during peak commute hours is 
aimed at improving traffic flow 
on one of the Bay Area’s and 
nation’s most punishing com-

mutes, according to local trans-
portation offi cials.

“We’ve seen metering lights 
deployed in other parts of Cali-
fornia and the United States, 
and it’s a good operation that 
helps keep traffi c flow moving 
efficiently and effectively,” said 

Randell Iwasaki, Contra Costa 
Transportation Authority’s ex-
ecutive director.

Officials point to the benefi ts 
drivers have seen from meter-
ing lights in Southern California 

HIGHWAYS 4 AND 242

Officials accelerate 
metering lights plan

Signals aimed at
improving traffic flow 
during commutes

DAN ROSENSTRAUCH/STAFF

 Traffic enters Highway 4 westbound at Railroad Avenue in Pittsburg on Feb. 26, where
metering lights may be added . Signals would be installed in Pittsburg by the end of 2013. 

 By Paula King
pking@bayareanewsgroup.com
BRENTWOOD — The 

Brentwood school board 
fired Superintendent Merrill 
Grant on Wednesday night, 
following a 4-1 vote in closed 
session.

“Dr. Grant will not return 
to his duties as superinten-
dent,” school board President 
Carlos Sanabria announced 
when the open meeting re-
sumed.

Former long-time Brent-
wood schools superintendent 
Doug Adams will return as 
the interim superintendent 
while the district begins 
an immediate search for a 
permanent replacement,
Sanabria said.

“It has been clear for the 
need for change in the dis-
trict,” Sanabria said. Those 
changes include improved 
mandated reporter training 
for staff and the expansion of 
the community involvement 
within the district, he said.

The district will pay 
Grant’s salary and benefi ts
through June 2014, which 
Sanabria said will cost 
$300,000.

 The vote to terminate
Grant came a week after the 
board announced it was plac-
ing him on paid administra-
tive leave and taking disci-
plinary actions against three 
unnamed Brentwood Union 

BRENTWOOD

Board
fires
schools
chief
Superintendent
Grant is out; 
ex-chief will fill in

SeeBRIDGE, Page 2

SeeBARNIDGE, Page 2

See METERING, Page 2
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Metering lights for improving traffic 
during commute hours to be installed:

Concord

Pittsburg

Antioch

Pleasant Hill

Walnut
Creek

Martinez

by the end of 2013 by the end of 2015

680

680
4

24

242
2 miles
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Dow surges
on Fed’s news
of keeping low
interest rates


