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Eye on the East Bay
TVREPORTERBECOMESTHE
NEWS» After a rash of rob-
beries targeting television
crews, Bay Area report-
ers are on high alert when
they’re on assignment. At
KTVU and other stations,
reporters often travel with
security.
But KTVU reporter Clau-

dine Wong had her guard
down when she went shop-
ping recently at Costco on
Monument Boulevard. In
a Facebook post, she said
that while she was return-
ing to her car with her gro-

ceries, a car drove up be-
hind her and grabbed her
purse from the shopping
cart.
“I was walking only a

short distance frommy own
car when the car pulled up
behind me,” Wong said. “…
I thought the car might be
going for a very in-demand
parking space. I looked up
only to see the back of the
person in the passenger
seat leaning out of the win-
dow and grabbingmy purse
before speeding off.”
Wong said she lost her

purse, wallet and cellphone.
She acknowledged that “I
wasn’t that smart because
I had my purse up on the
cart for easy and conve-
nient access. That proved
to be my downfall.”
Wong posted what she

said were surveillance pic-
tures of a car that had been
cruising the parking lot
looking for victims.
“Notice the paper plates,”

Wong wrote. “No license
plate to track, I’m sure not
an accident.”
She said she tried to run

after the car, which she
later realized was a mis-
take.
“Don’t run after anyone.

I shouldn’t and I wouldn’t
want a bystander to do so
either,” Wong said. “It is
at the end of the day just
stuff…”
Wong said police told

her this type of crime was
fairly new and she wanted
to share the warning, espe-
cially given the approach of
the holidays.
“Mostly I’m frustrated.

Embarrassed if I am hon-

est that they saw me and
just thoughtIwasagreattar-
get,”Wongsaid.“Buthere’s the
deal. Of course I hopewe find
them…but even if we don’t. If
I tell you and you tell some-
one else and that person
tells someone else. Well,

maybe the list of targets
get smaller. And that’s pay-
back. Be careful everyone.”

Staff writers Lisa P.
White and Tammerlin
Drummond contributed to
this column.
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ByNedMacKay

As Thanksgiving
approaches, with its
sedentary schedule of
turkey and television
football games, mark
your calendar for 10
a.m. to noon Nov. 24.
That’s when natural-

ist Susan Ramos will lead
a “Burn the Turkey” hike
at Redwood Regional Park
in Oakland. It’s a 2½-mile
walk through the trees on
the park’s West Ridge, Tres
Sendas and Stream Trails,
intended to help you lose
some calories while enjoy-
ing the beauties of nature.
Meet Ramos at the park’s
Skyline Gate, which is on
Skyline Boulevard in Oak-
land, a bit south of the in-
tersection with Shepard
Canyon Road.
Heavy rain would cancel

the hike. For information,
call 510-544-3187.
Or you can drop by

Crab Cove Visitor Cen-
ter at Crown Beach in Al-
ameda. There will be na-
ture-themed activities from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nov. 24.
The center is at the end of
McKay Avenue off Alam-
eda’s Central Avenue. Call
510-544-3187.
Down at Coyote Hills Re-

gional Park in Fremont,
“Green Friday Family Fun”
is planned from 10:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Nov. 24 at the
park visitor center. Help the
naturalists create a special
“Tree of Thanks” exhibit
and make a tree-themed or-
nament to take home. Pa-
rental participation is re-
quired.
Coyote Hills is at the end

of Patterson Ranch Road
off Paseo Padre Parkway.
Call 510-544-3220 for infor-
mation.
In partnership with Rec-

reational Equipment Inc.,
the East Bay Regional Park
District is declaring the day
after Thanksgiving to be
“Opt Out” Friday, encour-
aging people to get out-
doors instead of shopping.
On that day, entry to the re-
gional parks is free for all
active and retired military
personnel.

BERKELEY» Before Thanks-
giving, several informa-
tive programs are planned
at Tilden Nature Area
near Berkeley. “Mushroom
Blooms” is from 2 to 3 p.m.
Saturday with interpretive
student aide Laura Gra-
ham. Learn about the fungi
that the rainy season will
bring and craft your own
mushroom specimen.
Then from 1 to 2 p.m.

Nov. 19, the topic is “Where
does our food come from?”
with interpretive student-
aide Brianna Contaxis-
Tucker. Find out how much

energy is required
to get your favorite
foods from farm to ta-
ble. Both programs
meet at Tilden’s Envi-
ronmental Education
Center, which is at the
north end of Central
Park Drive. Call 510-
544-2233 for informa-

tion.
Speaking of mushrooms,

a word of caution: Many
varieties grow in the re-
gional parks. Some of them
are deadly poisonous. Un-
less you really know what
you are doing, collecting
wild mushrooms can be
very dangerous. Also, gath-
ering any plants or ani-
mals in the parks is prohib-
ited by district ordinances.
The safest place to obtain
mushrooms is your super-
market produce counter.

POINTRICHMOND» Birds
other than turkeys are the
focus of a series of Monday
bird-watching walks led by
naturalist Anthony Fisher.
There’s one from 9 a.m.
to noon Nov. 20 at Miller-
Knox Regional Shoreline in
Point Richmond. All levels
of expertise are welcome.
Meet Anthony at the park’s
first entrance after the tun-
nel on Dornan Drive. Call
510-544-2233.

ANTIOCH» At Black Dia-
mond Mines Regional Pre-
serve in Antioch, guided
tours of the Underground
Mining Museum are of-
fered at various times on
weekends through the end
of November. For safety
reasons, children must be 7
or older and accompanied
by an adult.
The mining museum

is closed from December
through February; it re-
opens the first weekend in
March. Registration is re-
quired for the tours, and
there is a fee. For informa-
tion, call the park district
reservation department at
888-327-2757, option 2.

OAKLEY» Scatology and
recycling are on the
agenda at Big Break Re-
gional Shoreline in Oak-
ley. Scatology is from 9 to
11 a.m. Saturday with nat-
uralist Cat Taylor. Find
out which animals are
around by signs they’ve
left behind. Recycling is
from 2 to 3 p.m. on the
same day. Learn new ways
to reuse common house-
hold items. Big Break is
at 69 Big Break Road off
Oakley’s Main Street. Call
888-327-2757, ext. 3050.

Ned MacKay writes a
regular column about
East Bay Regional
Park District sites and
activities. Email him at
nedmackay@comcast.

PARK IT

Hit the nature trails, not
sales, on Black Friday

LAURA A. ODA — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A woman waits for her dog as she ascends a hill while the
morning fog begins to lift at Redwood Regional Park in
Oakland. East Bay Regional Parks District naturalist Susan
Ramos will lead a “Burn the Turkey” hike at the park Nov.
24, the day after Thanksgiving.

Ned
Mackay
Park it

By Laura Casey
Correspondent

OAKLAND » The Oakland Planning
Commission will hear Mountain
View Cemetery officials’ request
to approve a contested expansion
project on 7.5 acres of cemetery
land, which includes the removal of
nearly 100 mature coastal live oak
trees, on Wednesday.
The growth would result in about

6,500 more burial plots over three
non-historic sections of the ceme-
tery, which would provide Moun-
tain View Cemetery with approx-
imately 15 years of additional op-
erational capacity. About 315 new
trees will be planted in the three
sections, including at least 92 new
coastal live oaks, during construc-
tion. That number of new trees is
beyond what the city requires for
the removal of protected oaks and
other trees.
Twenty older coastal live oaks

will be spared from being cut as
planned in the original design.
“We are trying to respond to the

public’s comments on the project,”
said Jeff Lindeman, the cemetery’s
general manager, who also said the
cemetery has planted 1,500 addi-
tional trees in the past decade. He
estimated there are about 5,000
trees on the cemetery’s 220 acres.
Mountain View Cemetery, at the

end of Piedmont Avenue, is a his-
toric cemetery dating to 1863. Its
original landscape concept was de-
signed by the renowned landscape
architect Frederick Law Olmsted,
who helped to design New York
City’s Central Park. Mountain View
Cemetery is considered one of the
most beloved private open spaces in
the city with joggers, bicyclists and
dog walkers enjoying rolling hillside
paths and expanses of lawn.
Lindeman said there’s a demand

for the plots on the proposed hill-
side land that “enjoy the views of the
San Francisco Bay and the Oakland
and San Francisco skylines.”
The project, he said, will serve

a community need to be buried in
land with such million-dollar views.
Current Mountain View Ceme-

tery plots are almost sold out, Lin-
deman added, and he said it would
be necessary to offer these extra
plots to perform maintenance for

the cemetery in perpetuity.
“If it’s not approved,” he said, “we

would have to come back with some
other plan, but we studied the other
options closely and the plan we have
is a well-thought-out plan and the
plan we have we hope will be ap-
proved.”
Dozens of Oakland residents and

a handful of environmental organi-
zations have opposed the plan for
years. They said, in public comment
and letters to the city, that the cost of
cutting down nearly 100 coastal live
oak trees is too great for the benefit
for Mountain View Cemetery.
“Oakland is already losing many

of its mature oaks to disease,
drought and development,” resident
Beth Wurzberg wrote city planners
during the public comments pe-
riod. “A thoughtlessly planned ex-
pansion is not an unavoidable loss

of our namesake trees.”
Judy Schwartz, who plans on at-

tending Wednesday’s meeting, said
she’s concerned about where the
new trees will be planted. She said
they may be planted in sections of
the cemetery where redwoods are
planted, where she believes they
won’t thrive, or in sections of the
cemetery that will eventually be de-
veloped and the new trees removed.
“One theory is that they will de-

velop every square inch of the cem-
etery and there might not be a live
oak in it,” Schwartz said.
She is concerned that the cem-

etery develops in piecemeal and
there is no cohesive, long-term plan
for development that protects ma-
ture trees and shrubs.
“There’s just a lot of wildlife that

grow with the mature oak trees.
They provide food for blue jays and
squirrels,” she said. “Replacing a
large oak with a (smaller) one is not
an equal exchange.”
According to the city’s final envi-

ronmental impact report, 92 coastal
live oaks will be removed, 32 non-
oak protected trees will be removed
and 32 non-protected trees will be
removed. Some of the new oaks will
come from 60-inch nursery boxes,
which are considered larger new
trees.

OAKLAND

Cemetery’s expansion
plan goes before panel
Mountain View seeks to add 7.5 acres and remove nearly 100 mature oak trees

LAURA A. ODA – STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Wisterias bloom over a path where many residents walk at the Mountain View
Cemetery in Oakland.

OAKLAND

BEATING THE RAIN

RAY CHAVEZ — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A jogger runs along Lake Merritt at dusk as the rain begins to arrive in Oakland on Wednesday.

FYI
What: Oakland Planning Commission
meeting

When: 6p.m. Wednesday

Where: council chambers of City Hall,
One Frank Ogawa Plaza, Oakland.

Project information: To read its en-
vironmental impact report, visit www.
oaklandnet.com and search “Moun-
tain View Cemetery expansion.”
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