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will come before the county
Planning Commission for
a hearing sometime in late
summer or early fall. “I
don’t know how much work
we have ahead of us.”

It’s all taken way too
long for Sid Corrie Jr., who
owns the land where the
cemetery would be. “It’s
the same cemetery I was
talking about 10 years ago;
it’s absurd,” said Corrie,
who contends the area still
needs burial space.

“Everybody’s going to
die someday, unless they’ve
got something else going,”
said Corrie, who suggested
other cemeteries simply
don’t want the competition.

Planning for the big cem-
etery has certainly moved
more slowly than has the
world around it. Since the
first version of Creekside
Memorial Park was floated
in 2005, thousands of new
homes have been built in the
Dougherty Valley and Tas-
sajara Valley, some of them
close to the prospective
cemetery land along Tassa-
jara Road south of Highland
Road. Those houses all use
water, and the need to keep
the turf and planned land-
scaping green is cited as an-
other reason by opponents
that the cemetery would be
a drag on resources.

Additionally, many of the

new residents are of Asian
ancestry, and some of them
have been outspoken about
a cemetery so close to their
homes being a cultural af-
front.

“For immigrant Indian
and Chinese, most of them
favor cremation, and we
don’t see the need for this;
we’re not going to use it,”
said Jian Jay Yao, an eight-
year resident of the Wind-
ermere housing tract bor-
dering the cemetery land on
the southwest.

But Corrie insists there
is a need, as there was over
a decade ago when the San
Ramon City Council ap-
proved calling for plots on
unincorporated land be-
yond its eastern boundary,
the Tassajara Valley. Dan-
ville, Dublin and Pleasanton
embraced the idea, too.

“Four mayors came to
me, and they said a cem-
etery is definitely needed in
the Tri-Valley,” Corrie said.

But after that, thou-
sands of new houses were
built in what were then ru-
ral expanses, including the
Dougherty Valley and the
Tassajara Valley. San Ra-
mon withdrew its support
for the project in 2014, and
other groups — Save Mount
Diablo, Greenbelt Alliance
and the Tassajara Valley
Preservation Association,
to name a few — never were
on board. Their motivations
may differ in detail — curb-
ing urban sprawl, preserv-
ing wildlife, preserving a ru-

ral way of life — but water is
a common bond.

“It’s a poorly conceived
development project that
puts unnecessary strain on
our dwindling water sup-
plies,” said Matt Vander
Sluis of the Greenbelt Alli-
ance. He also said Creekside
Memorial’s approval could
set a dangerous precedent
for development expansion
beyond county-established
urban limit lines.

Corrie said talk of the
cemetery causing water
shortages is “baloney.”

“If we didn’t have the wa-
ter,” he said, “we wouldn’t
be able to do it.”

Bill and Holly Newman

disagree, and contend a
newly released Water Effi-
cient Plan for the cemetery
still isn’t enough to keep the
project from being a water-
waster.

Bill Newman stood in his
driveway off Camino Tas-
sajara, pointing down the
hill to an old tanker truck.
He uses it to haul water
from Tassajara Creek to
the cattle watering trough
several hundred yards to
the west when the well goes
dry. That’s inconvenient, he
said; when neighbors have
to truck in their water when
their wells go dry, it’s very
expensive.

The Newmans’ property
off Camino Tassajara is
separated by Corrie’s land
by a standard barbed-wire
fence. The grave markers,
under the existing plans,
would go right up to that
fence. And 30 feet would be
lopped off the large ridge
a few hundred feet north
of the Newmans’ property
line.

The Newmans’ first vinyl
sign imploring neighbors
to help “Stop the Grave-
yard” recently succumbed
to the ravages of time and
weather. There’s a crisp
new one now, and they hope
it helps get their message
across, Holly Newman said.

“People have asked us,
‘So what’s wrong with a
little country cemetery?’ ”

Contact Sam Richards at
925-943-8241.
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The Newmans’ first vinyl sign imploring neighbors to help “Stop the Graveyard” recently succumbed to the ravages of time
and weather. There’s a crisp new one now, and they hope it helps get their message across, Holly Newman said.

Consulate, and released his
name publicly for the first
time since the March 27
fire. His care providers at
Urojas said he loved com-
puters, but they likely didn’t
know the depth of his vast
education.

In 2004, Adejumobi
joined 13 other students
from across the country
in UC Berkeley’s Summer
Undergraduate Program
in Engineering Research at
Berkeley, which works to
collect and use big data for
the public good.

His faculty mentor, Luca
Trevisan, remembered Ad-
ejumobi.

“This is very sad news. I
remember him well,” Trev-
isan said by email. “About

five years later, in 2009, he
got in touch again by email.
Apparently he had suffered
from mental health prob-
lems and he had dropped
out of school in Cincinnati.”

Louis Peerless, who
rented an apartment to
Adejumobi for two years
in Cincinnati, remembers
him as a sharp mathemati-
cian who also suffered from
mental illness. On one oc-
casion, the fire department
was called because Adeju-
mobi was lying motionless
on his bed near a window,
Peerless said.

About six years ago,
Adejumobi took off for San
Francisco, where he claimed
to have a wife, Peerless said.
He left all of his belong-
ings behind: family photos,
clothes and intricate math
notes. Peerless kept them
in storage for three years,
then gave away what he

could and trashed the rest.
A letter Peerless sent to

San Francisco addressed to
Adejumobi to inquire about
his disappearance was re-
turned, he said.

“I was heartbroken to do
that,” Peerless said. “But
how long was I supposed to
keep it?

“That’s the thing that
really got to me. He didn’t
take a thing. I guess he took
the clothes he was wearing
and whatever cash he had
and left,” Peerless said.

Two weeks after the
fire, investigators tracked
down Adejumobi’s father
in Osogbo, Nigeria, with the
help of the Nigerian Consul-
ate, said Alameda County
sheriff’s spokesman Ray
Kelly. Adejumobi died from
smoke inhalation on the
second floor, where he lived
in Room 223.

“Sometimes we drive a

few blocks over to some-
one’s house and sometimes
we have to reach across the
globe,” Kelly said. “Either
way, it’s not easy but it’s
part of the process we deal
with doing death notifica-
tions.”

The three other victims
— Edwarn Anderson, 64,
Cassandra Robertson, 50,
and Ashantikee Wilson, 41
— had already been identi-
fied and named by the coro-
ner’s office.

The deadly fire gutted
the three-story building,
leaving dozens homeless. It
came nearly four months
after the Ghost Ship ware-
house blaze killed 36 people
in the Fruitvale district.

Contact Matthias Gafni at
925-952-5026 and David
DeBolt at 510-208-6453.

suffered during the at-
tack, and gave interviews
to police, a psychologist,
and even a newspaper re-
porter in the immediate
aftermath.

Initially, he said he was
convinced that World
War III was coming, and
“wanted to take a life be-
fore someone else tried
to take mine,” he told a
reporter in April 2015.
But in later months, his
motive began to evolve,
O’Connell said.

“He actually said, ‘I did
it for Jordy ... I was pro-
tecting Jordy from fire,
riots, from rape. I was
relieving him from all the
things that might occur,’”
O’Connell told jurors.

Then, more than a
year later, Shultz told a
psychologist, “I killed be-
cause I feared the Almg-
rens were going to kill
me.”

Both purported mo-
tives, O’Connell said,
were Shultz’s disingenu-
ous attempts to build a
mental health defense.
He said Shultz “enjoyed
a sadistic re-enactment”
of the killing while in jail
awaiting trial.

In the days after the
killing, Shultz said his
motivation was an over-
riding belief that the
world would soon devolve
into chaos. He said he
had been reading Robert
Frost poetry, the Revela-
tions chapter of the Bible
and three books from the
“Southland Tales” series

of graphic novels. Shultz
saw connections between
the three works, con-
vinced himself that World
War III was imminent
and stabbed Jordy to test
whether he had the forti-
tude to kill someone.

In a videotaped con-
fession, Shultz acknowl-
edged to police that he
knew killing was against
the law, but said it “didn’t
seem wrong.” Then, later,
he said he knew it was
wrong “in America.”

“Mr. Shultz showed an
appreciation for know-
ing his crime was crimi-
nally wrong, in addition
to being morally wrong,”
O’Connell said.

The four doctors
touted by Scofield, who
found Shultz to be crimi-
nally insane, made that
determination “without
consideration or context
of anything that had hap-
pened before,” O’Connell
said.

Scofield, meanwhile,
said the four doctors had
come to the right conclu-
sion and that the other,
a prosecution witness,
“closed his mind off to the
other evidence.”

“All five say (Shultz)
suffers from a serious
mental illness,” she told
jurors.

If Shultz is found to
have been legally insane
when he killed Jordy, he
will likely be housed at a
mental institution. If not,
he will be sentenced to
prison and faces the pos-
sibility of receiving a life
term.

Contact Nate Gartrell at
925-779-7174.
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nounced dead at the scene.
Police did not release any
information about the
suspect they detained.

No officers were in-
jured.

The shooting came
less than a month af-
ter two Fremont police
detectives fatally shot
a pregnant 16-year-old
Antioch girl during an
armed robbery investiga-
tion in Hayward.

Police have not identi-
fied the two detectives,
but information ob-
tained by this newspaper
through a public records
request revealed the two
detectives were dressed
in plainclothes when they
shot Elena Mondragon on
March 14.

An eight-year veteran
of the department, Offi-
cer James Taylor, fatally
shot Nana Barfi Adomako
on Feb. 5 during an alter-
cation on Mowry Avenue
near Sutter Drive, after
Adomako had allegedly
attacked employees in a
wireless store. That of-
ficer suffered non-life-
threatening injuries in
the fight.

Lt. Alan Love with the
park district police said
in an interview Monday
that the park district of-
ficer was initially drawn
to the parking lot of the
7-Eleven by a person try-
ing to get his attention.

“Our officer was
flagged down by a citi-
zen who reported seeing
a subject with a firearm,
which caused our officer

to notify Fremont PD, as
the subject was still on
scene,” Love said. “To my
understanding, he did not
approach the car; he just
requested backup.”

The clerk at the 7-
Eleven told this news-
paper the man who was
shot by police had been in
the store shortly before
the incident began and
had purchased cigarettes
and beer.

Cortés could not con-
firm if the man shot by
police had exchanged
gunfire with officers, or if
he had a gun on his per-
son, saying the investiga-
tion is just underway.

A witness, Rory
Christy, said he was walk-
ing up to the 7-Eleven
when he saw an officer
with his gun drawn, aimed
at a car in the lot. When
a man got out of the car
and ran east across Fre-
mont Boulevard, Christy
said he heard gunshots.

Cortés said there was
more than one person in
the car, and the other pas-
sengers were detained.

Officers from Newark,
Hayward, San Leandro,
Milpitas and the East Bay
Regional Park District
police agencies, as well as
the California Highway
Patrol, assisted Fremont
police.

Last June, two Fre-
mont police officers were
shot and wounded by a
suspect, who later was
found dead from a self-
inflicted gunshot wound
following a lengthy stand-
off.

Contact Joseph Geha at
408-707-1292 and Rick
Hurd at 925-945-4789.
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