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EMG
Home Supply, Inc.

PLUS 10% OFF LABOR* We Offer Free Design and
Estimates For Cabinetry

:
:

*Labor charge over $1,000 CA License #855650

1089 Shary Circle, Concord
(Near Costco)

Caesarstone
Available Now
Call store for details (925) 680-6188 www.emghomesupplycompany.com

CLEARANCESALE!
UUp to 60% OFFOFFSelect GraniteAs low as $59/PC.8' x 2' granite countertop

2005 CADILLAC ESCALADE 2WD

Auto Gallery
877-468-9747

19900 Mission Blvd.,
Hayward, CA 94541

All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any fi nance charges, any dealer document processing 
charge, any electronic fi ling charge, and any emission testing charge. Ad expires 3 days after publication date.

$15,995VIN #200370

925-671-7664
2241 Monument Blvd. Suites V & W Concord

Open Mon.-Sat. 8am-6pm
CASH for Gold & Silver

925-726-0193

$26.99Diesel
Welcome

Test
only

+ Cert. $8.25 + $4.76 EFT
With this ad.

No Expiration. Most cars.
Vans & Trucks +$10 * or Test Only +$10

Out of State +$10 • Evap Test +$10
Extra cost may be substantial

We are an Offi cial 
Mercedes-Benz 

Lease Return Dealership!

Monday-Friday: 8am-8pm

Saturday: 9am-6pm

Sunday: 11am-6pm

1-800-909-3597
1301 PARKSIDE DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK

Mercedes-Benz  of Walnut Creek

✔ NO CREDIT ✔ BAD CREDIT
✔ BANKRUPTCY ✔ REPO

WE CAN HELP!!!
888-952-6652
CONCORD KIA/MITSUBISHI

2199 MERIDIAN PARK BLVD
www.concordmitsubishi.com

(925) 685-6566(925) 685-6566

5650-H Imhoff Dr., Concord
www.just-trains.com

Holiday Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm • Fri. Evening ‘til 7pm, 
Sun. 12-4pm • Open Christmas Eve 10am-3pm

Remember That 
Train Under Your
Christmas Tree?

THE BAY AREA’S BEST SELECTION
JUST TRAINS
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rial Park’s fate — which has 
been eight years in the mak-
ing and was expected to fi-
nally be resolved at year’s
end — will now roll into
next year, with Planning
Commission meetings on
the issue starting possibly
in January but with no clear
end in sight.

“It’s a tough one,” said 
Telma Moreira, a Contra
Costa planner in charge
of the project, and with so 
much opposition, the time-
line is uncertain.

“There’s a lot of work to
do still, to see if we are good
to go,” she said.

First the county zoning 
administrator must decide
on the adequacy of the fi -
nal environmental report, 
expected at a Dec. 16 meet-
ing. If deemed adequate, the 
report will move on to the
county planning commis-
sion, and then the county
Board of Supervisors.

Those public meetings
will likely be jam-packed, 
and could roll into mul-
tipart hearings, Moreira
said. More than 2,000 peo-
ple have signed a petition 
against the cemetery, she 
said, worrying a little about
the size of the county’s 
meeting room.

Creekside Memorial
Park — which would be a

$35 million cemetery with
a 50-year capacity — would
house a chapel, indoor and 
outdoor mausoleums with
extensive landscaping.

Built on 221 acres at 7000 
Camino Tassajara, it would 
be a place that families in 
San Ramon, Danville, Al-
amo, Blackhawk and Diablo 
could bury their loved ones 
nearby, since the number of 
plots in the area are dwin-
dling, proponents say. The 
Alamo-Lafayette Cemetery 
District has a cemetery in 
each of those communities. 
The one in Lafayette has 
fewer than 400 places left, 
and all Alamo burial spots 
are sold.

Yet backlash to the cem-
etery hasn’t died down. 
The county’s environmen-
tal report had to undergo
three revisions before it 
addressed all residents’ 
and groups’ comments, 
Corrie said. It makes him 

wonder how much longer 
the process could drag 
out.

“If you’d asked me this 
four years ago, I would have 
said maybe a year,” he said,
“but I can’t control it.”

Corrie blames the long 
delays on the copious 
amount of detailed technical 
comments and criticisms of 
the project by neighbors
and conservancy groups 
like Save Mount Diablo 
and Greenbelt Alliance that 
needed to be added to the 
environmental report.

 Seth Adams, land pro-
grams director for Save 
Mount Diablo, said some of 
the starts and stops have 
been problems the devel-
oper himself encountered in 
obtaining project funding.

Adams’ group is con-
cerned the cemetery would
significantly reduce the 
area’s water supply, as well 
as its rare and threatened 
species, including the Cali-
fornia red-legged frog and 
the California tiger sala-
mander, he said.

Moreira said the county’s 
environmental report con-
firmed that the graveyard
would have “a signifi cant
and unavoidable” impact on 
the region’s water supply.

But the county would 
work to curb some of the im-
pacts by requiring monitor-
ing of the area’s water qual-
ity and quantity, according 
to the report. It would also 
call for less landscaping and 
trees on the property and 
require more native plants 

that require less water.
Adams’ group also ar-

gues that views of the cem-
etery and a proposed wa-
ter tank would disrupt the 
enjoyment of hikers on the 
Tassajara Trail.

“It’s a bad design … and 
it’s bad location for a ceme-
tery,” he said. “And we hope 
that residents will come out 
and oppose the project.”

But Corrie argues you 
couldn’t fi nd a more ideal 
spot in the region.

“And the bottom line is
it’s needed,” he said. “And
no one wants a cemetery 
until they need one.”

Contact Joyce Tsai at
925-847-2123. Follow
her at Twitter.com/
JoyceTsaiNews.
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Proposed Creekside 
Memorial Park: 100,000
to 150,000 plots planned

By Thomas Peele 
tpeele@bayareanewsgroup.com

Nearly as many Califor-
nia voters now approve of
job the Legislature is doing
as those who don’t, the best 
public view of the elected
representatives working
under the state Capitol’s
golden dome, according to 
a statewide Field Poll re-
leased Friday.

The legislature received 
a 40 percent approval rat-
ing, its highest grade in the
last 19 polls. That 44 per-
cent of the voters still dis-
approve of the lawmakers’ 
performance is a far lower
number than just three
years ago, when 80 percent
gave legislators a thumbs
down.

“It’s been a long time”
since lawmakers have been 
viewed so favorably, poll di-
rector Mark DiCamillo said 
in a phone interview Thurs-
day.

“The Legislature’s been 
tight fisted with its money 
and now more money than
has been projected” is com-
ing in to state  coffers.

 “Good times are return-

ing to California,” he said.
The poll also shows that 

the Legislature’s rising 
star closely matches vot-
ers’ belief that the state 
is moving the right direc-
tion: Forty-three percent 
agree with that view; 42 
percent find it seriously 
off track.

The positive assessment 
of the state has risen four 
percentage points from a 
similar poll in February and 
by 30 percentage points in a 
little more than three years. 
In September 2010, during 
the waning days of former 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger’s  second term, just 12 
percent of voters surveyed 
said California was on solid 
footing

In February, 2010 just 10 
percent of voters also gave 
lawmakers a passing grade, 
the lowest mark since the
Field Poll began in 1983.

A majority of respon-
dents has not said the state 
is headed in the right direc-
tion since March 2007.

“There is dramatic im-
provement in what we 
have seen,” DiCamillo said. 
“When you go through eco-
nomic hard times, few have 
a favorable view.”

Few voters, though, 
credit the lawmakers’ im-
proved view with the Demo-
crats’ two-thirds majority
control of the Legislature, 
the results show.

Only 27 percent of re-
spondents attributed the 
state’s rising perception 
with dominant Democratic 
control. Fewer than half 
of Democrats, 44 percent, 
gave their party full credit, 
and only 4 percent of Re-
publicans did. “There is no 
consensus that the improv-
ing (poll numbers) of the 
Legislature is because of 

one party rule,” DiCamillo 
said. “Voters don’t feel that 
way.”

The poll was another 
dark cloud appearing over 
the state’s beleaguered Re-
publicans.

Results show that 63 
percent of voters believe it 
would be a “bad thing” if the 
GOP controlled the state to 
the degree that Democrats 
now do: Both houses of the 
Legislature and every state-
wide office from governor
on down.

Thirty nine percent of 
Republicans agreed that 
their party achieving such 
dominant control would be 
bad for the state. Seventy-
eight percent of Democrats 
held the same view.

Contact Thomas Peele at
tpeele@bayareanewsgroup.
com and follow him twitter.
com/thomas_peele.

Legislature’s approval rating soars
‘Good times are
returning’ as 40%
give thumbs up

FIELD POLL

By Jessica Calefati
jcalefati@bayareanewsgroup.com

SACRAMENTO — Crit-
ics and many political ob-
servers might see Califor-
nia’s bullet train project as
nearly dead, but state offi-
cials made clear Thursday 
that the train is still heading
down the rails at full speed.

Under siege following
court rulings, Dan Richard,
the chairman of the state’s
High-Speed Rail Authority, 
said the state still plans to
break ground as early as
next month on the largest
public works project in Cali-
fornia history.

Sacramento Supe-
rior Court Judge Michael 
Kenny decided last week
that nearly $8.6 billion in
bond money California
needs to construct the first 
section of the rail line are
off limits until the state
proves it can pay for the
$68.4 billion project. The 
only other cash the state 

has to finance the project 
is $3.3 billion in federal 
funds that are also at risk
because of the rulings.

But Richard insisted to
reporters Thursday that 
“nothing in those rulings
changes our ability to move
forward. We’re ready to
build this project.”

Jack Pitney, a politics 
professor at Claremont 
McKenna College, com-
pared Richard’s response 
to a scene from the 1978 fi lm
“Animal House” when a
young ROTC officer , played
by Kevin Bacon, tried to 
calm rioting students by 
softly telling them: “All is 
well. All is well.” Seconds
later, he was knocked over
and trampled by the stu-
dents.

Acting as if the San Fran-
cisco-to-Los Angeles rail 
line’s future is not threat-
ened this time around is ir-
rational and foolish, Pitney 
said.

“A lot of people are po-
litically and economically
invested in this project. A 
lot of careers and reputa-
tions are at stake,” he said.

“The people supporting the 
project don’t want to make 
any concessions to their op-
ponents for fear that it will 
stall for good.”

But Richard said the 
project championed by Gov. 
Jerry Brown was not in 
jeopardy and even denied 
the judge’s rulings qualifi ed 
as a delay. He said emphati-
cally that the authority will 
comply with the orders, but 
he could not explain how, 
noting that the board would 
discuss strategy in a closed-
door meeting Thursday af-
ternoon.

“We see a pathway for-
ward with this project, even 
though I can’t stand here 
today and tell you exactly 
what we’re going to do,” 
Richard said.

Even before last week’s 
rulings by Kenny, the project 
had been mocked as a “train 
to nowhere” because the
state had only enough fund-
ing to build about 120 miles
of track, from the Fresno-
Madera area to the northern 
outskirts of Bakersfield.

In another bit of bad 
news for the rail authority 

this week, a federal regu-
latory agency ruled that it 
must complete additional 
planning before work can 
begin in Fresno, where a 
multi billion-dollar construc-
tion contract has already 
been awarded. The decision 
by the Surface Transporta-
tion Board will likely drive 
up the cost for that portion 
of the rail project.

This is not the fi rst time 
the authority — which has 
already spent almost $1 bil-
lion on the project — has 
played down the signifi -
cance of a setback others 
have deemed as a fatal 
blow.

Michael Brady, a San 
Francisco attorney who 
represents Kings County 
and fi led the lawsuit that re-
sulted in last week’s rulings, 
said Richard’s comments 
and tone are consistent 
with what’s he’s heard from 
the authority before.

“He pretends not to ap-
preciate the signifi cance of 
a setback like this one, but 
I know he’s totally full of 
it,” Brady said. “Right now, 
they’re in a serious box.”

The judge’s require-
ments will be so time con-
suming and expensive for 
the authority to complete 
that it may be “impossible” 
for the state to comply, 
Brady said.

Kenny ruled that the 
state must draft a new 
funding plan and complete 
more environmental analy-
sis before he will allow the 
authority to spend any state 
bond money, which Cali-
fornia voters approved in a 
2008 ballot measure.

The judge last week also 
denied the state’s request 
to “validate” the sale of the 
bonds.

In the ruling, Kenny 
scolded the authority’s fi -
nance committee for rub-
ber-stamping the board’s 
request to issue the bonds 
without enough proof that 
the action was necessary.

Richard on Thursday 
also announced that the
state will repeat its ef-
fort to get the judge’s ap-
proval, and he directed the 
authority’s staff to begin 
researching what the state 
must do to be successful
this time. 

“We’re directing staff to
start a new validation ac-
tion,” Richard said. “We’re 
going down that path.” 

Officials say project still on track
Judge rules state
can’t touch bond 
money for train

HIGH-SPEED RAIL

Source: Field Poll of 957 registered voters in California conducted
Nov. 14 through Dec. 4. Sampling error is +/-3.2 percentage points.
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Legislature approval hits new high 
Although the California Legislature is perennially unpopular, a
new Field Poll finds that almost as many voters approve of its
job performance as disapprove.
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 An artist’s  rendering shows  what the proposed high-
speed rail car in California would look like.
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