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Remembering
beloved leader
See a slideshow of
Nelson Mandela 
through the years.
http://photos.mercury
news.com

Can you outdo
our experts?
Find the NFL picks 
from our writers for
Week 14.
www.mercurynews.com/
nfl

Live: World 
Cup 2014 draw
Follow live updates
and see where the 
U.S. team lands.
www.mercurynews.com/
live-chats

Kings of Leon to
Vampire Weekend
Join music critic Jim Harrington at
6 p.m. as he tweets from Live 105
Not So Silent Night show at Oracle.
Twitter.com/jimthecritic

By Elisabeth Nardi
enardi@bayareanewsgroup.com
WALNUT CREEK — Two

city employees say they suf-
fered public ridicule and em-
barrassment after being named 
in an investigation into whether
staffers failed to report sus-
pected child abuse by a Lesher 
Center employee.

Arts, Recreation and Com-
munity Services Director
Barry Gordon and Lesher Cen-
ter Manager Scott Denison 
both filed claims in the last two 
months accusing city leaders of 
myriad transgressions, includ-
ing violations of their privacy.
These two are in addition to the 
claim former Human Resources 
Director Sally Rice filed in Sep-
tember.

Denison’s wife, Kerri Shawn, 
and daughters Jennifer Perry
and Amanda Denison, who are 
heavily involved in productions 
and programs at the Lesher,
each filed their own claims. 
Claims are usually the fi rst step 
in the process to file a lawsuit.

Particularly angering and 
egregious to the employees and 
contractors is an internal confi-
dential police memo leaked to
this newspaper that accused 

them of violating state man-
dated reporting laws and of fos-
tering an inappropriate climate 
at the Lesher.

All claims were seeking 
damages well over $25,000, but
as of late Thursday, it appeared
the city had settled, or was 
in the process of settling, the 
claims. Gordon said Thursday
in an email he was pleased the 
city agreed to settle his claim, 
though he didn’t say for how
much. He had been asking for
more than $50,000.

This is all fallout from city of-
ficials’ handling of Lesher Cen-
ter employee Jason Pedroza,
fired a year ago for inappropri-
ate behavior with teenage girls.
This eventually led to internal
and criminal investigations into
fellow employees’ possible fail-
ure to report child sex abuse. In
August, Pedroza pleaded guilty
in Contra Costa Superior Court
to child sexual abuse charges.

Denison, Gordon and Rice
were all placed on paid leave,
along with a fourth city em-
ployee, for more than two
months while the city con-
ducted the independent investi-
gation. All four were all eventu-
ally cleared of wrongdoing and

Claims
filed
by city
staffers
Two workers named
in Lesher probe say 
they faced ridicule

WALNUT CREEK

By Matthias Gafni
mgafni@bayareanewsgroup.com

PITTSBURG — A group of
eight families who bought homes 
from Discovery Homes and its 
Seeno family-related affi liates
have sued the builder, claiming the 
company’s sales associates and
other representatives deceived 

them by failing to warn them of an 
expensive special tax assessment
on the Pittsburg homes.

The plaintiffs claim they have 
each suffered more than $250,000 
in damages, as they would not 
have bought the houses in the Ve-
randa at San Marco development
had they been fully aware of a 
$3,000-plus special assessment.

The families bought their
homes from April to July 2011, 
about a year after the FBI and 
other agencies raided Seeno

headquarters and months before 
this newspaper began reporting 
on the federal investigation into 
an alleged mortgage scam. While 
unrelated to that scam , which 
artificially inflated home sales 
prices, the Sept. 5 lawsuit further 
paints an aggressive Seeno sales 
force pitching homes to naive 
homebuyers.

The complaint alleges inten-
tional and negligent misrepre-
sentation, concealment, breach of 
contract and violations of govern-

ment code.
“These people got led down a 

primrose path and weren’t told 
that they’d have a $3,000 assess-
ment on the house that would
never go away,” said attorney 
Joel Westbrook, who represents 
the eight plaintiffs. “They were 
robbed of the ability to make an 
intelligent purchase decision.”

He said the fi rst-time home-
buyers face fi nancial diffi culties
with the additional annual pay-
ments.

An inquiry sent to the Seeno 
company was not returned.

Most of the plaintiffs were 
first-time homebuyers “unfamil-
iar with the homebuying process” 
and were “aggressively” targeted 
by the Seeno company with signs
stating fi rst-timers need only 
make a 1 percent down payment 
and could qualify for a 30-year
fixed 3.25 percent home loan, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.

Homeowners sue builders
Eight families say
Seeno affiliates did not 
warn of tax assessment
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By Lisa P. White
lwhite@bayareanewsgroup.com  

Today, the Contra Costa Community 
College District is an integral part of the 
Bay Area’s higher education landscape. 
But 65 years ago, the idea of a countywide 
“junior college” system was a tough sell.

Political infi ghting and geographic 
rivalries nearly doomed the effort. West 
County education leaders initially refused 
to join, and in 1946, Central and  East
County voters rejected a proposed dis-
trict.

Bolstered by support from infl uential
politicians, labor leaders and education 
groups, proponents pushed ahead, and in 
a special election on Dec. 14, 1948, voters 
narrowly approved formation of the Con-
tra Costa Junior College District. The fol-

District to turn 65

Institution thrives despite rocky history

CONTRA COSTA COMMUNITY COLLEGES

By Joyce Tsai
jtsai@bayareanewsgroup.com

TASSAJARA VALLEY — One
man’s vision of the perfect final 
resting place — nestled among 
the picturesque and rolling hills of 
Tassajara Valley — is living proof 
in San Ramon that one man’s idea 

of heaven can be another man’s 
hell.

While Danville developer Sid 
Corrie sees it as a natural oasis of 
remembrance in his proposal to 
build the 100,000- to 150,000-plot
cemetery in this valley, opponents 
see it as desecration to the natural 
landscape.

Thus, the county’s decision 
on the planned Creekside Memo-

Cemetery discussions to extend into 2014
Still much to resolve as
supporters, foes debate 
planned location

CREEKSIDE MEMORIAL PARK

By Paul Burgarino
pburgarino@bayareanewsgroup.com

MARTINEZ — It’s hard to pinpoint 
all the people who make a  difference in 
the Contra Costa Community College 
District.

But the district has decided to start 
with a list of 27.

The district announced this week the 
winners of its inaugural Unsung Hero 
Awards, which will be presented dur-
ing a showcase and celebration of the 
district’s 65th anniversary Saturday.

Trustee Vicki Gordon, a member 
of the nominating committee, said the 

Faculty, students, 
others among 27
unsung heroes

“To this very day the 
city has refused to
address and resolve
the environment of
hostility and distrust 
that saturates Mr. 
Gordon’s workplace.”
— claim filed by Barry Gordon 

A horse grazes
near the
proposed 
site for the
Creekside
Memorial Park
cemetery 
on Camino 
Tassajara in
Contra Costa
County. 
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Students stroll across the  Contra Costa College grounds in San Pablo on Tuesday. The Contra Costa Community College District, 
which has had enrollment growth and expansion to San Ramon in the past decade, will celebrate its 65th anniversary this month.

“I call us the egalitarian
institution of higher education 
because we are totally open
access.”

— Chancellor Helen Benjamin
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