Memo
To

From

Demian Hardman, Planner, Contra Costa
County Department of Conservation &
Development
Angie Harbin-Ireland, Senior Biologist, AMEC

Date

15 October 2012

Subject

History of Regulatory Agency Consultation for Creekside Memorial Park,
Corrie Development Corp., in Contra Costa County, California.

Creekside Memorial Park, a proposed new cemetery to be developed by Corrie Development
Corp., encompasses a total area of approximately 221 acres located in the Tassajara Valley in
unincorporated Contra Costa County, California. The proposed project site is located along
Camino Tassajara about 1 mile south of the intersection with Highland Road. Elevation of the
site ranges from about 540 to 950 feet above mean sea level. Current usage is rural residential
and grazing, with the majority of site being non-native grassland with scattered valley oaks, and
with ephemeral riparian drainages along Camino Tassajara (including a section of Tassjara
Creek), the south side of the property, and along the northern boundary.
Biological surveys were conducted by Sycamore Associates on the project site for sensitive
resources between 2002 and 2006 as reported in numerous technical reports that were utilized
to prepare the project environmental impact analyses. Contra Costa County circulated a Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the proposed project in September 2011. A complete
list of biological surveys and summary of technical reports is provided in the Biological
resources section of the DEIR. Comment letters from resource agencies including the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) were
received in October 2011. The County is currently preparing the Final EIR document for the
project.
A draft biological assessment (BA) was prepared by EDAW/AECOM for the project in 2008 in
accordance with Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) Section 7 consultation guidelines.
This was submitted and discussed at an on-site meeting on 12 June 2008 with USFWS
biologists Kim Squires and Michelle Havens, the biological consultant (including Angie HarbinIreland), P/A Design Resources, Inc. as the planner/engineer, and the developer. The draft BA
submittal and site meeting with the USFWS initiated informal discussions with the USFWS
regarding the proposed project in anticipation of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
initiating formal consultation under Section 7 of the FESA. A detailed account of the site visit
discussions and follow-up items was prepared and finalized with revisions from the USFWS
incorporated on 8 July 2008. The final site visit notes are attached as they were submitted to the
USFWS.
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Additional requested follow up was to provide a revised BA including more construction and
design details and drawings as well as construction phasing details (pg. 4, 5.c.). That
information has been in development as additional technical information was needed from other
disciplines. It requires substantial efforts from the project engineers and planners to produce
construction drawings and our intention was to update and resubmit the BA along with other
regulatory agency permit applications after project approval was garnered from the County.
Therefore, the requested informational follow up will be provided when we are ready to submit a
formal application to the USACE and proceed further with the USFWS consultation. Completion
of the USFWS formal consultation is not a necessary component of CEQA review.

ATTACHMENTS
Final USFWS Site Visit Notes

cc:

Jim Parsons, PA Design Resources
Pete Klein, Corrie Development Corp.
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